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Introduction:
Dear Confreres,
After having celebrated the Paschal mystery of Resurrection of Jesus,
which gave a new life in Christ, we now look for a great event in the
Church, the Pentecost. The meaning of Pentecost … is God
equipping His church with the power of His Spirit so that He will be
glorified among the nations. Pentecost marks the birth of the church
wherein the message of God is to be proclaimed to the ends of the
earth. The point of Pentecost is Mission. The goal of Mission is that
the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God.
As members of a religious congregation we do partake in the mission
of God, Jesus, and the Church. Our Mission has to be Experiential
that is, just like the disciples who proclaimed their personal
experience of Jesus or the Samaritan woman who said “come and
see a man who told me all that I ever did”. Our witness to Christ
means that we risk our life to give new life to others, or manifest
Christ through the testimony of our life. Our mission has to be based
on the question, ‘what we are called to be?’. It is related to the
challenges of our identity, a way of life and a way of being in the
world. We need to reflect ‘What makes us unique as MSFS’ and
carryout the mission of the church and the congregation in the
contemporary world.

CONGREGATION MATTERS
General Chapter Preparation:
As we have studied and reflected on Two Reflection Papers and
Two Categories of Proposals, I place before you the Third Category
of Proposals from Individual Confreres. The Local and Apostolic
Communities will meet in the month of May and June and study
Reflection Paper III and the Proposals from the Individual Confreres.
We have already forwarded the soft copy of the Reflection Paper III.
The Printed copy of it will be send to you at the earliest for reference
and discussion.

Election Procedures:
As you are aware, we have a corrected version of one Chapter of
the General Directory that deals with election procedure. This
corrected version was approved in the last General Chapter 2013.
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You will also find a few more corrected articles of the General
Directory and a few grammatical and spelling corrections made in
couple of articles of the Constitutions. As we are getting ready for
General Chapter and the election of Delegates of General Chapter,
make sure that we follow the amended version. We have already
forwarded the soft copy of the Election Procedures. The printed
copy of it will be send to you at the earliest.

Local Superior:
When a Local Superior takes charge of his office, please ensure
that he takes an oath of office (as prescribed) in the presence of the
members of the Local Community and of neighboring religious
communities / Parish Priest (recommended). Make it a solemn
ceremony to highlight the importance of the office of the Local
Superior.
FAITH RENEWAL PROGRAMME IN BALLEPALLY PARISH
DURING THE LENT
This season of lent in the parish of Ballepally was packed with many
spiritual programmes like; Intense catechism classes, family prayers,
prayer meetings on daily basis, preparation of the children and youth
for the sacraments.
With the incredible support of the sisters of St. Ann’s of Luzern, first
Holy communion and confirmations were administered to our faithful
through which people experienced renewal and revival in their faith.
Faithful who belonged to the spiritual group called “Legion of Mary”
were re-animated towards spiritual renewal with unusual enthusiasm.
Two sisters from Luzern, who were felicitated in two of our substations
for almost three months, mobilizing the people and youth,
encouraging the young and old in faith, as part of their exposure,
helped many of the faithful to be inspired.
Bishop Maipan Paul made it a point to visit all our substations.
People had a festive experience as he was welcomed very grandly
with traditional dances (kolatam), melodious songs, palabishekam,
and having the clothes spread all around the roads as he walked in.
Children, youth, and elders almost 175 of them, received confirmation
and holy communion and were awarded with the certificates by the
Bishop. They were all supremely happy as they receive sacraments
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from the local Ordinary in their own respective villages amidst the
glorious presences of their friends and family.
All celebrations were concluded with fellowship meal.
Lenten deeksha observances were very intense.
We thank all our community members for their timely support, and
special thanks to our new priest Fr. Anil, for his continued presence
with the people.
All such above mentioned programmes held in our parish, boosted
the credibility of catholic faith. Such intense preparations and
programmes in the context of dying, drowsy, and dragging faith
practices, really helped people to have a resurrected faith.

Fr. Joseph Kondala, MSFS

Fransalian Associates Regional Meeting at Khammam
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At karunagiri shrine Khammam, on 12th and 13th of April, Fransalian
lay associates from karamchedu, Nunna, and Ballepally parishes
came together for the 1st time.
Programme was inaugurated with the holy Rosary. Some cultural
programmes were performed by Ballepally parish children. The
very 1st talk given by Fr. Jose Thazhathukunnel, motivated people
to have a life of holiness according to the spirituality of St. Francis de
sales, Following day Bishop Paul maipan addressed the gathering
and as he initiated them to the second day he was very happy to see
such programme being animated in his diocese.
Fr. Suresh babu co-director of de sales and mermier resource and
animation centre, cleverly conveyed the purpose of the gathering
and gave a detailed orientation to /on the lay fransalian associates.
Fr. Provincial culminated the whole session with the Holy Eucharist
and encouraged them to play the active role in the ministry. Fr. Ravi
proposed vote of thanks.
We thank provincial and administration for their continued assistance
and availability. We thank the parish priests for sending the people.

Fr. Ravi Kumar, MSFS
Regional Coordinator of F. A.

Prison Ministry India (PMI) Visakhapatnam Unit:

Prison Ministry India, Visakhapatnam Archdiocese had a meeting
with its sub-units (Rajahmundry, Prathipadu, Kakinada and
Narsipatnam) on 14th April 2018 at Archdiocese’s Pastoral Centre.
Jailor Sri. VVVSN Murthy garu was the chief guest and Rev. Fr. J.
Bala Showry, the chancellor of Visakhapatnam was the special guest
of honour.
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The meeting started at 9 a. m. with a Bible reading from I Peter 3: 89 which exhorts to have a same attitude and the same feelings of
love, kindness and humility towards one another. After a short
reflection by Fr. Francis Stephen the PMI gathering observed a brief
silence and paid homage to our late beloved Archbishop K. Mariadas
MSFS.
The representatives from the various Sub units have shared their
ideas, experiences, challenges, joys and difficulties in their prison
ministry and submitted their reports to the secretary. The Chief
Guest delivered his message and enlightened all the PMI members
regarding their services at different jails and he also spoke about
do’s and don’ts of their ministry and appreciated the members for
their valuable involvement and selfless dedication.
In the meeting we have also discussed about the forth coming events
such as PMI full time volunteers training programme in May in
Bangalore, Prison ministry Sunday in August and more importantly
about the National Convention meeting at Guwahati in October
besides many other minor aspects of PMI. Rev. Sr. Velangani one
of the pioneers of PMI shared her experiences. Then the Chancellor
and Fr. Francis Stephen felicitated the chief guest Sri. VVVSN Murthy
on behalf of all present. Fr. Chancellor too appreciated the services
of PMI Vizag unit and all its sub-units. Altogether 40 members
attended the meeting. Fr. Francis Stephen thanked His Grace Most
Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash for all his support and contributions.
He also thanked very Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy MSFS, the Provincial
Superior for all his encouragement. Special thanks to the chief guest,
guest of honour, pastoral centre director, Rev. Fr. Ch. Mariadas,
Representatives from various sub-units. Thanks to Rev. Sr. Mary
James, the Asst. coordinator and BVR Seshu Babu, Secretary PMI
for their services. With the recitation of the special prayer for the
success of the National Conference the meeting came to an end at
1.30 p.m. followed by the fraternal meal of love.

Fr. Francis Stephen MSFS
Coordinator, PMI, Visakhapatnam

Pearl Jubilee Celebrations at St. Aloysius ITI, Auto Nagar,
Visakhapatnam:
on 26 April St. Aloysius ITI 30 years pearl jubilee celebrations, started
at 5:30 pm. His grace Rt. Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, Archbishop of
Visakhapatanam, Very Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy MSFS, Provincial

–6–

Superior of Visakhapatnam Province, Rev. Fr. J.L. Ravi Kumar, Innovative
Councilor, Sri Ramana Rao, RDD of Visakhapatnam & Kakinada, Sri
Jayachandra, Commi-ssioner
APIIC-IALA, were welcomed in
parade with St. Aloysius ITI
Band. Celebrations started with
lighting of the lamp, all
dignitaries were felicitated.
Chief guest His Grace
Mallavarapu Prakash released
the thirty years pearl jubilee
souvenir and appreciated the
services rendered by the
institute in skill for the youth
for a successful future. Later
Very Rev. Fr. Chinnappa
Reddy
delivered
the
message highlighting: the
history of the institute, how it
reached to the present stage
and present developmental
works that are under taken.
Later young and energetic
youth performed cultural
mela with marvelous dances
and thought provoking dramas. All dignitaries, parents alumnus, staff
and students celebrated on grand scale. Celebrations were concluded
with the I.T.I anthem.
Fr. Jaddu Joseph, MSFS

Blessing and Inauguration, SFS Church, Chinna Waltair:
St. Francis De Sales Parish, Chinna Waltair was the last Parish created
by the late Bishop Ignatius Gopu MSFS. It was the very first Parish
erected in the name of the Patron Saint of the Congregation in the year
1980. Of course as early as 1850 Mgr. Neyret bought a small site at
Chinna Waltair and a small chapel was built for the Tamil Catholics
residing there. It was regularly visited by priests from the fort where the
Bishop’s house was situated. It was used as a place of worship till
1939. By the time the number of the Catholics went down at Chinna
Waltair and the St. Antony’s Church was built and used as a parish. So
the Church of Chinna Waltair was rented out to the Municipality for
conducting a school. In 1960 the Salesianum novitiate came into
existence at Chinna Waltair and the Catholics of the locality began to
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attend the religious services there. Stella Maris the Provincial house
was also established in the same locality in 1966, where the Catholics
used to attend the Mass.
In 1980 the diocese got back the rented church and demolished it and
a new church was built in the place of the old one and it was entrusted
to the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales. It was begun with 25 catholic
families but now it has grown into 250 families.
Some years ago, Fr. George Kottam MSFS made efforts to extend the
church, but in the course of time the church could not accommodate
the ever growing faithful. Previous parish priests made efforts to build
a new church. Rev. Fr. Gade Bhaskar Reddy MSFS took greater interest,
under the guidance of Very Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy, the Provincial
Superior. Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, the Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam laid the foundation stone on 15th Jan 2017. Under the
supervision of Fr. Bhaskar Reddy the church was completed. The newly
constructed SFS Church was blessed and consecrated by Most Rev.
Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam in the
presence of Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy, the Provincial Superior of MSFS
on 29th April 2018.
Fr. Gade Bhaskar Reddy MSFS

INFORMATIONS:
Rev. Fr. Bonela Antony joins the USA Vice Province as a permanent
member. We thank him for his services to the Visakhapatnam Province.
He worked in Ananthapur as Parish Priest and Principal of Vinaya
Kumar High School, St. Aloysius of School. We wish him all the best
for his ministry in USA Vice Province.
Annual Retreat 2018 is scheduled to be held on 3rd - 8th September
2018 and 7th - 12th January 2019. Those who are participating in the
Retreat may kindly give your name to the Provincial’s Office.
Rev. Fr. Sesetty Mariadas is back to India after completing his pastoral
ministry in USA for a period of five years. We thank him for his
services in USA and wish him all the best in the future ministry.
Rev. Frs. Rayappa Reddy, Rajini Kumar Reddy, Michael Prasad,
Boddu Vijayaraju, Kola Prakash will be on holidays. We wish them a
happy stay in India.
Rev. Fr. Kurian Cheriankalayil joins the community of Mermier
Bhavan, Vadakkencherry.
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SFS College, Nidadavole
SECOND YEAR : MPC 983/1000 (State 9th Rank)
Bipc. 975/1000 (Town 1st, 2nd & 3rd Ranks)
CEC 938/1000 (Town First)
FIRST YEAR : MPC (Town first)
Bipc (Town first)
MEc. (Town first)
CEC. (town first)
Overall Percentage 98%
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Congratulations:
Bros. Saketi Sateesh Kumar
and Kokkirigadda Kumar Rao
have completed their M. Ph.
studies successfully. We
congratulate them and wish
them all the best for the
theological studies.
tRev. Fr. Chinthamala Josi has completed
his M.Th. Studies in Biblical Theology. He has
obtained First Class with Distinction. We
congratulate him for his success and wish him all
the best in his future ministry.

Appointment of Regents:
Mallela Naveen Reddy
Madanu Sandeep Kumar
Pasala Bala Sudheer
Banoth Shekar
Kammari Antony Rajesh
Pothula Bala Antony

Vadakkencherry
Ross Hill
ITI, Autonagar, Vizag
Nidadavole
St. Aloysius' High School
Stella Maris

PROMOTIONS:
Novitiate : K. Tharun Kumar
Sandeep Kumar Reddy

S. Chinna Raj
S. Vineeth Joseph Reddy

First Profession and First Year Philosophy: Nakirikanti Krupakar
Nuthalapati Bala Teja
Second Year Philosophy:
Thamarakandi Francis
Moram Inna Reddy
Mendem Lawrence
Yeruva Balaraj
Third Year Philosophy:
Mendem Anthony Joseph
Bogi Ajju (Bala Raju)
Pudota Bala Chandu
Samineni Jose Mangeshkar
Regency:
Kammari Antony Rejesh
Plasala Bala Sudheer
Pothula Bala Anthony
Banoth Sekhar
Madhanu Sandeep Kumar
Mallela Naveen Reddy
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Uppu James Kumar (Dharmaram)

First Year M. Ph.
Second Year M. Ph.
Kurakula Stephen

Nagothu Jeevan Kumar

First Year Theology:
Pagelli Thambi Joseph
Katru Pradeep Kumar
Marisetti Manoj Kumar
Govada Harish (Pune)
Bathina Solomon Raj
Kokkirigadda Kumar Rao

Pilli Bala Showry
Gorremuchu Kiran
Duggimpudi B.Ranjith Reddy (Pune)
Manohar Reddy
Saketi Sateesh Kumar

Second Year Theology :
Guvalu Bala Manoj Kumar
Nagoth Sampath Kumar
Konka Sekhar
Perpetual Profession and Third
Bro. Adepalli Bhanu (David)
Bro. Kata Ajay Kumar
Bro. Pakki Dileep Kumar

Kunche Sunil
Gorremuchu Thambi
Thumma Arogya Rakesh Reddy
Year Theology
Bro. Gompa Hrudaya Babu
Bro. Konapalli Mariadas

Tentative Programmes:
May 1
May 4 - 6
May 10- 14
May 27-30
May 31

Tripurantakam
Education Seminar, Hyderabad
Guntur
Chennai
First Profession, Salesianum

Let us pray for the departed:
Bro. Jacob Vattachira, aged 84, belonging to Visakhapatnam
Province, passed away on 9th April 2018.
Yours fraternally in Christ,

Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy msfs
Provincial Superior
SALESIAN THOUGHT

We are men only through reason, Yet it is a rare thing
to find men truly reasonable. - SFS.
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Rev. Bro. JACOB VATTACHIRA, MSFS
1934 - 2018

Bro. Jacob Vattachira was born on 25th January 1934 to Mr. Thomas
and Mary at Kokamangalam, Kerala. After completing his high School
studies he joined the MSFS Congregation and made his First Religious
profession on 26th April 1962. He made his final Profession on 25th
April 1965 at Stella Maris, Vizag.
From 1962 to 1964 he was in St. Aloysius’ High School, Vizag, as Incharge of construction, in the School as well as Hill Chapel. In 1964
he was transferred to the Bishop’s House to look after the
construction at Aruku. In 1966 he served the people of God at
Peddaboddipalli. In 1967 he was at Palakonda. In 1972 he was at
Madugula. From 1972 - 1983 he was at Bishop’s House, Vizag, and
from 1983 to till date he is at Stella Maris, Vizag, designing and
supervising the construction of Churches, presbyteries, schools,
convents in and around Vizag diocese, Vizag Province - all over
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and North
Eastern States, where ever MSFS confreres are rendering religious
and pastoral services. He has built 84 parish churches, 195 chapels,
107 presbyteries, 35 convents, 128 schools, 31 boardings, 39 grottos,
6 hospitals, 9 formation houses, 31 other buildings. Of the total 665
buildings constructed 232 buildings belong to Visakhapatnam
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Archdiocese, 72 belong to Srikakulam Diocese, 206 buildings belong
to MSFS Province of Visakhapatnam, 19 buildings belong to MSFS
North East Province, 52 buildings belong to South East Province, 3
buildings belong to South West Province, 69 buildings belong to
other congregations, 12 buildings belong to Orissa. Along with the
construction works Bro. Jacob was serving the province as provincial
councilor for four terms. Most of the structural developments in
Vizag Province will speak volumes of his dedication. He has done a
lot for the development of Hill Chapel, and other mission centers.
He is not only an Architect but also artist.
On Sunday 8th April 2018, in the morning after the Mass he felt
uneasy and complaint of breathlessness and he was admitted in
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Vizag. We received a call from St. Joseph’s

Hospital at 2 a.m. saying that his health condition is serious. He
had a massive cardiac arrest and passed away at 2.20 a.m. on 9th
April, 2018. We have a lot to learn from Bro. Jacob Vattachira’s
life, as an embodiment of Salesian virtues, as a person of prayer,
humility, simplicity, joyful optimism, cheerfulness, hospitality and
humanness. He was dedicated and committed to the
responsibilities given to him. My experience with Brother Jacob
Vattachira is that he was true to his vocation as religious, obedient,
trustworthy and God fearing. In his death we miss a veteran
missionary who served the people of God, Congregation and the
Church at large.
I take this opportunity to thank Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash,
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam, all the fathers, brothers, sisters,
relatives, and the people of God for having come to pay your last
respect and homage to Bro. Jacob. I thank the Sisters of St. Joseph
Hospital for their services in taking care of Bro. Jacob in the
hospital. As it is said of death “ in my beginning there is an end
and in my end there is a beginning”, Bro. Jacob Vattachira has
begun his new beginning, that is to belong to God, and be united
in God’s love and presence.
The mortal remains of Rev. Brother Jacob Vattachira was laid to
rest after paying homage and respect on 12th April 2018. May
his soul rest in peace. May Almighty God grant him eternal bliss.

May his soul rest in peace.

