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Introduction:
My dear Confreres,
Fraternal greetings to you during this season of Advent. The four weeks
of advent season is a God given opportunity to prepare ourselves for
the coming of Jesus. There is an element of hope as Jesus is coming,
for prophet Isaiah says “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who
rises to rule the Gentiles. In him the Gentiles shall hope. “May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom 15 / 12 – 13);
There is an element of Faith in preparing the way of the Lord - “ as it is
written in the book of Prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every
valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight , and the rough ways made
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God” (Lk. 3 / 4 – 6).
There is an element of Joy at the coming birth of Jesus, “the angel said
to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people” (Lk. 2 / 10). There is an element of Peace
as it is presented by Luke “ Glory to God in the highest heaven and on
earth peace for those he favours”, ( Lk . 2 / 14). The virtues of hope,
faith, joy and peace fill our hearts at Christmas.

I wish you a Happy Christmas and Happy New Year.
Indonesia Mission Report

Introduction: Indonesia, officially the Republic of Indonesia is a country
in Southeast Asia, between the Indian and Pacific oceans. It is the
world’s largest island country, with more than seventeen thousand
islands, and the 14th largest by land area and the 7th largest combined
in sea and land area. With over 261 million people, it is the world’s 4th
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most populous country as well as the most populous Muslim-majority
country (87.2%). The country shares land borders with Papua New
Guinea, East Timor, and the eastern part of Malaysia. Other neighboring
countries include Singapore, Vietnam, the Philippines, Australia, Palau,
and India’s Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Indonesian history has been
influenced by foreign powers drawn to its natural resources. Muslim
traders and Sufi scholars brought Islam, while European powers
brought Christianity. Christians form 10% of the total populatipn of which
7% Protestants and 3% Roman Catholics. The Language of the people
is Bahasa Indonesia(Source: Wikipedia)

Catholicism in Indonesia:
Catholicism was brought to
Indonesia by Portuguese
traders and other missionaries
such as St. Francis Xavier who
visited and believed to be
baptised thousands of locals.
The Church is organized into
ten archdioceses and 27
dioceses, all dioceses are
member of Indonesian Catholic
Bishops Conference and is led
Ignatius
by Archbishop
Suharyo Hardjoatmodjo. There
are several active Catholic
religious institutes, including
the Jesuits, the Missionaries of
the Sacred Heart (MSC) and
the SVD.(Wikipedia) In present day Flores Region Catholicism is very
strong and approximately 98% of this region’s people belong to Roman
Catholic Church in four Dioceses such as Maumere, Ende, Larantuka
and Ruteng.
MSFS to Indonesia:
At the invitation of the Most Rev.
Fransiskus Kopang Kung, the
Bishop of Larantuka Diocese in
Flores region, Rev. Fr. George
Parambukatil MSFS, the General
Councilor initially visited the
region and went about few
parishes in May 2018. During his
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visitation Bishop has suggested that a group of Fransalians should come
and spend few days to study the possibilities of starting the MSFS
Mission in Larantuka Diocese, Indonesia. Accordingly Rev. Fr.
Chinnappareddy, the provincial of Visakhapatnam, along with Fr. Thomas
Perumalil MSFS and Fr. Ananda Prasad MSFS went to Indonesia, to
the Diocese of Larantuka on 20th November, 2018. The team stayed in
the diocese for about 8 days and visited few parishes and mission
stations. Rev. Fr. Thomas, the General Manager of the Diocesan Schools
guided them to the various places. They had a pleasant trip and came
back with a positive report to start the MSFS mission in Indonesia. They
returned to India on 29th November, 2018.

Brief Statistics: The Diocese of Larantuka has 239,140 Catholocs
spread out in 4 islands namely, Laranruka which is the Diocesan
Headquarters, has 15 parishes; Lembata Island which has 16 parishes
with its own vicariate; Adonora Island has 12 Parishes with its own
vicariate; and Solor Island has 4 parishes belonging to the vicariate of
Larantuka. There are 120 diocesan priests and 37 religious priests
working in the diocese. There are about 276 female religious serving in
the diocese.
Our Visits: on 21st November, Fr. Thomas took us to a mission station
by name Pohan Bao. This mission is currently served by the Mary
Queen of Rosary Cathedral Parish. Bishop wants to bifurcate this mission
from the Cathedral and make it a parish and wants to entust to the
MSFS. Here we met the local leaders and few people who were very
welcoming and enthusiastic about our arrival. Here the local people
have obtained some land aready large enough for a church and
presbytery. Bishop is very much interested in making this as a separate
parish as he said this area is growing and very vast. We enjoyed the
hospitality of the Fransican Sisters of the Holy Cross.
on 22nd November at 1 pm we took a speed boat to another Island
called Lembata which is very beautiful and panoramic. Fr. Christopher,
the diocesan director of Catholic Hospital (Bukit) came to recieve us.
We arrived there little after 2 pm. We were welcomed by the Catechist
Sisters of the Sacred Heart and enjoyed our stay with them. At 4pm
along with Fr. Thomas we visited Hadakeva Parish where Fr. Christan
is serving as the parish priest. There were 2 philippino sisters who just
arrived newly to the parish two months ago. We went around and saw
the newly built church, presbytery and 2 schools closeby run by the
diocese. On our way back we stopped at Waipukang Parish, a small
remote village where Fr. Arnold is serving as the Parish Priest.
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On 23rd November we celebrated Holy Mass in the Parish of
Levoleba together with Fr. Blasius, the Parish Priest and Fr. Thomas.
At the end of the Holy Mass Fr. Provincial gave a brief message about
our congregation, the Charism and our future mission plan in Indonesia.
On our way back to the convent we visited a family where a small boy
died due to Lukemia. We prayerd over him and the family.
After our breakfast we drove to a mission station called Pada; it is
currently served by SVD fathers from Wycomo Parish. Fr. Philip the
vicar came with us. The Bishop wants to bifurcate from Wycomo and
make it an independent parish and it could be handed over to us. It is a
beautiful place close to the sea and a mosque. Here, the sisters
belonging to Holy Spirit (Ssps) are going to start their Apostolate. The
Church renovation work is going on and the local people take huge
responsibility of the building.
Next we visited Waijarang which will be the mission station of future
Pada parish. From here we drove to nearby hill where a huge statue of
Mother Mary is erected, a place with panaromic view. There are also
stations of the Cross from one side. It is called ‘Prayer Hill”. Here the
Bishop plans to bulid a church and make it a pilgrim center.
On our way back we visited Wycomo Parish and Fr. Josef SVD the
Parish Priest, where the renovation of the church work is going on.
Then we visited Bukit where the Diocesan Hospital serves the local
people. There was a retired American Priest Fr. Nick SVD who shared
his vast mission experience.
On 24th November after Mass and breakfast at the Convent we came
back to Larantuka by 9.30am.
On Sunday 25 th November, the Solemnity of Christ the King, we
concelebrated the Holy Mass in the Cathedral of Queen of the Rosary,
Larantuka. During the mass we were introduced to the Congregation.
The Mass was in local bahasa language. It was a huge Church with
people packed to the capacity. The choir was very good. Lot of Altar
servers with lectors joined in the procession. The experience of
celebrating mass with people was very good and inspiring.
At 11am Fr. Thomas drove us to another Parish. Fr. Emmanuel the
Parish Priest and the Fransican Sisters of the Holy Cross were there
from larantuka to help him for sunday ministry. They served us a delicious
lunch. We returned to the Bishop’s house by 4pm.
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26 November: After Mass and breakfast at around 11am we all
participited in a short ceremony of the blessing of the new Ambulance
donated to the Diocese by the Catholic Business men from Jakarta.
This was followed by Lunch.
27th November: We met the Bishop together with the VG Fr. Gabriel and
Fr. Thomas. Fr. Provincial honoured the Bishop with the Shawl and gift.
Bishop also gave us a local shawl as gift for us. During our meeting with
the Bishop, the Provincial thanked him for inviting us to the diocese and
shared our experience here in the diocese and commented that the
people’s simplicity and faith is very inspiring. He said that he is happy to
cooperate in the mission work and is happy to send confreres for Pastoral
Ministry. Bishop also said that the religious congregation of men women
add spiritual richness to the diocese and he is happy to welcome us to
the Diocese.
Bishop’s Proposals: 1. New Parish is to be erected, bifurcating from
the Cathedral to be entrusted to the MSFS, Vizag Province. It could be
named St. Francis de Sales Parish. Family Apostolate and youth
animation to be given main attention apart from the usual administration
of the Parish. Bishop and the people collaborate with us in building the
Chruch and Presbytery. Meanwhile a rented house would be ready for
the fathers to start their ministry.
2. New Parish is to be formed from Wykomo in Lembata and to be
entrusted to the MSFS, Vizag province.
Provincial has positively responded to the Bishop’s proposals and said
that it would be on a short time agreement to start with, and after which
it can be on a long term basis. Bishop was happy about the same.
Fr. Anand Prasad MSFS

Marriage Preparation Course - 10-11-2018
Marriage preparation course-V
was conducted at MSFS
Dhyanashram/white house at
Chinna Waltair on 10th of
November 2018, Second
Saturday. The programme
began with the Registration at
8:30 a.m. And at 9:30 a.m we
have gathered at the
conference hall for hymn of
praise, opening prayer, welcoming words, Scripture reading and lighting
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the lamp by Rev. Fr. John Prakash. Introductory talk was given by Fr.
Francis Stephen. At 10: 00 a.m, we had first talk on Marriage as a
Sacrament by Rev. Fr. John Prakash. He explained in detail how the
marriage is a plan of God and how we should co-operate with His plan
and realize that it is a sacrament and not merely a contract. And it is
permanent in nature and indissoluble. At 11:00 a.m, we had tea break
followed by the second talk Mrs Sonia. And it is all about Personality
Development and Understanding which shapes the marital life into
something beautiful. At 11:30 a.m, we had the third talk by Dr. Jaya
Raju, a specialist in surgery at K.G.H, spoke about the marriage and its
Biological, Psychological, Sexual, Social , Ethical, Medical and Moral
aspects-followed by lunch at 1:30 pm. At 2:00 pm, we had the 4th session
all about Marriage and its Implications in the modern world and especially
financial matters in marriage are also brought to the understanding of
the would-be couple by V.R.A. Rajan. At 3:00 p.m, we had a 5th session
on Marriage & Civil Law by Advocate Premanda Rao. At 3:30 p.m we
had 6th session on Canon Law & Marriage by Fr. Francis Stephen. At 4
p.m, we had 7th session in which a senior couple shared their marital
experiences. It was highly enriching, inspiring, motivating and
enlightening for the would-be couple. At 4:45 p.m, in the 8th session,
Fr. Francis Stephen spoke about the Interpersonal relationships & skills
of parenting. At 5:15 p.m., we had the distribution of the certificates by
Dr. Manjulatha followed by tea and photo-session, vote of thanks and
hymn to Our Lady. Special thanks to His grace most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu
Prakash garu and very. Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy MSFS, Provincial
Superior and all those who helped especially Mr & Mrs Michael and
Gracy who helped in registration of the names. Altogether 64 attended
from every corner of the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam. Thank you.
Fr. Francis Stephen, MSFS

Kotak Salesian School - Pre-Primary Parent’s Day

Kotak Salesian School celebrated ‘Pre-Primary Parent’s day’ on 14th
November 2018. The main block of the school was beautifully decorated
for the occasion. The programme began at 5.30p.m. The campus was
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filled with parents of the Pre-primary block from Pre-KG to Std. III who
were cordially invited for the celebrations.
The Chief Guest for the day was Very Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy,
Provincial and General Manager of the M.S.F.S Schools of the Vizag
Province. Rev. Fr. Anil Bosco, Correspondent of Kotak School was also
present for the celebrations. The Principal Rev.Fr.J.L.Ravi Kumar
welcomed the gathering. The Primary school teachers felicitated our
Chief Guest Very Rev.Fr.P.Chinnappa Reddy and also our
Correspondent Rev.Fr.Anil Bosco.
It was a feast for the eyes to watch all the little stars performing the
dance gala, who attracted and mesmerized the audience. Some of them
exhibited their skills with their speeches, others by singing, dancing
and mimicking.
The Chief Guest in his speech insisted not only on the academic skills
but also emphasized on imparting moral values and guidance to the
students who are in dire need of it. The parents were served
refreshments and the programme successfully came to an end at 7.30
p.m. Snaps were taken to cherish the moments. The Principal thanked
each and every one for their contribution towards the success of the
day.
Fr. J.L. Ravi Kumar MSFS

Parish Annual Feast at Mellavagu - Reddypalem
The Feast of St. Fancis
Xavier
at
mellavagu
Reddypalem parish began
with flag hoisting, novena
prayers and solemn holy
Eucharist by V.Rev. Fr. Jose
Chirayath on 24th November.
The celebration was
coloured by district level
volleyball competitions, mandal level Kabbadi competitions, village level
dance baby dance show and a drama programme from 1st to 3rd
December. December 3rd, the main festive day was illumined by the
solemn Eucharistic celebration officiated by V. Rev. Fr. P. Chinnapa
Reddy, the provincial, and was concelebrated by considerable number
of religious and diocesan clergy.
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Inauguration of Bell Tower at Mellavagu
Reddypalem Mission
Mr. Ch. Rajeswararao master, the head
master of aided school at Mellavagu
Reddypalem mission has sponsored and built
a bell tower with his own expenses in the
church compound. He has built it as a
gratitude to God for numerous blessings he
has received. It is inaugurated on 3rd
December by V. Rev. Fr. P. Chinnapareddy,
the Provincial. The bell tower contains sacred
heart statue. As the tower is close to the main
road, people who pass through it pray at it.
Definitely, the bell tower increases spiritual atmosphere of the church
compound. We, the parish community of Mellavagu Reddypalem mission
ever remain grateful to Mr. Ch. Rajeswararao and his family and pray
for them.
Fr. Ch. Joshi MSFS

VISAKHAPURI MARY MATHA SHRINE
ANNUAL FEAST CELEBRATIONS AT ROSS HILL

The annual feast of our Ross Hill Shrine (Visakhapuri Mary Matha Shrine)
was celebrated with utmost devotion, piety and pomp on 8th December
2018. The nine days of spiritual preparation was inaugurated by His
Excellency Rt. Rev. Dr. M.D. Prakasham, Bishop of Nellore, with flag
hoisting on 29th November in the presence of Very Rev. Fr. Chinnappa
Reddy, Provincial of Visakhapatnam. The novena days were conducted
by all the parishes and religious communities from the city of
Visakhapatnam who took active part in making this preparation truly a
spiritual event. The The Pontifical Solemn Mass on 8th December was
celebrated at 7.30 am by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Prakash Mallavarapu,
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam while the Very Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy,
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Provincial of Visakhapatnam Province and other priests concelebrated
in it. At 2 pm the Procession took place from St. Aloysius School to the
Hill Chapel with the decorated statue (Theru) of Our Lady in which all
the faithful took part by reciting Holy Rosary and singing Marian Hymns.
At the Grotto during the Benediction conducted by the Archbishop, Rev.
Fr. Joseph Prabhakar, Silver Jubilarian & Rector of St. Ann’s Minor
Seminary, Bheemili preached an inspiring homily about the Immaculate
Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary. The devotees who participated in
the celebrations were about 4-5 lakhs, as estimated by the local media.
Special Events:
1. A Special Novena Mass in Telugu at 11 am from 30th November to 7th
December was introduced for the convenience of the Sick, Elderly and
Pilgrims who frequent during Novena Days from distant places. In order
to help pilgrims who frequent the shrine throughout the year, 11 am
Telugu Mass is being continued after the Feast.
2. From the first day of Novena the extended parking area was made
available for the devotees to park their vehicles.
3. Ross Hill goes global: On 7th December Very Rev. Fr. Chinnappa
Reddy, our Provincial Superior launched website for our Ross Hill Shrine.
Website ID: Rosshillshrine.org
Email ID : Rosshillshrine@gmail.com
The Hill Chapel Community sincerely thanks His Grace, Mallavarapu
Prakash, Archbishop of Visakhapatnam, Very Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy,
Provincial of Visakhapatnam Province, all the MSFS confreres, Diocesan
Clergy, Religious, Lay volunteers, Media, Visakhapatnam Port Trust,
Government officials who in very many ways helped in organizing the
Feast. I thank all the Priests and Religious for their services during the
feast day celebrations. I thank the community at Ross Hill for their
dedicated services. God Bless all. May Mother Mary intercede for all.
Fr. Dola Velangani Rao MSFS
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Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee
Rev. Fr. Philip Parackal
Place of Birth

: Karimpany, Mattakara, Kerala

Date of Birth

: 17 – 02 - 1942

Parents

: Zacharias & Mariam

Primary School

: Holy Family Primary School, Manalunkal

High School

: St. Aloysius’ High School, Manalunkal

Minor Seminary

: Athirampuzha, Ettumanoor

Novitiate

: Salesianum, Visakhapatnam

First Profession

: 19–05–1966, Salesianum, Visakhapatnam

Philosophy

: St. John’s Seminary, Nellore

Theology

: St. Joseph’s Seminary, Mangalore

Perpetual Profession : Visakhapatnam
Diaconate

: 3-10-1969, Mangalore

Priestly Ordination

: 3-12-1969

Appointments:
1970

Ettumanoor, Kerala

1971

Rajam and Bobbili

1974 -

Minister, Vinayalaya, Bangalore

1976

Parish Priest, Shanthinagar, Secunderabad

1980

Parish Priest, Nizamabad

1985

Correspondent and Parish Priest, SFS School, Nizamabad

1989

Parish Priest and Superior, Shantinagar, Secunderabad

1995

Rector and Director, Ross Hill, Visakhapatnam

2004

Rector & Procurator, MSFS Seminary, Vadakumcherry

2011

Parish Priest, Nenmara

2014

Parish Priest, Nelliyampathy

2017

Superior and Procurator, Vandazhy

Congratulations and Best Wishes and God’s Blessings.
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Various Committees:
Provincial Commission for Professional Standards
Fr. Thomas Perumalil
Fr. George Alapatt
Fr. Jacob Reddy

Education:
Fr. Ch. Vijay Kumar
Mr. Pratap (Lawyer)

Chairman
Member
Member
Fr. Sandeep

Stewardship / Land / Construction
Fr. Anand Prakash
Fr. K. V. Joseph
Fr. Albert

Fr. B. Anil Bosco
Fr. Jaddu Joseph

Core Committees of the Forums
Mission :

Fr. Velangani Rao
Fr. Jose Chirayath
Fr. Kondala Joseph

Fr. Jojaiah
Fr. Ganji Bala Joji

Education :

Fr. Sandeep
Fr. J. L. Ravi Kumar
Fr. Ch. Vijay Kumar

Fr. Mathew Mannu
Fr. Raja Reddy

Formation

Fr. Manoj
Fr. Jose Karickal

Fr. Thomas Perumalil

Innovative

Fr. Sessetty Mariadas
Fr. Balaraju
Fr. Jacob

Fr. K. V. S. Prasad
Fr. Jaddu Joseph

Appointments:
Fr. Regetti Anil

Coordinator of Vocation Promotion for the Province

Fr. Joy Kuzhinjalil Vocation Promoter for Kerala
Fr. Bonela Prasad Vocation Promoter for Andhra Pradesh
Fr. Ramesh

Vocation Promoter for Telangana

Fr. Mallela Joji

Superior, SFS School, Nizamabad

Bro Thomas E

Procurator and Correspondent, Nizamabad

Fr. Arockiasamy

Superior, SFS Printing Press, Visakhapatnam
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Appointments of Deacons:
Velamarthi Solomon Raj
Putti Anil Kumar
Pentareddy Joseph Sundar

Palasa
Garla
Ballepalli, Khammam

Congratulations:
Fr. Gunasekhar is elected to the Diocesan Personnel Committee in the
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, Canada.
Fr. Suresh Babu is appointed as the Interim Administrator of the MSFS
community house of the General Administration in Hyderabad.

Informations:
1. The Local Superiors meeting will be held on 17th – 18th December
2018.
2. Annual Retreat will be held on 7th (10 a.m.) – 11th (1 p.m.) January
2019.
3. Fr. M. Shanthaiah will be going to Australia to do pastoral ministry in
the Archdiocese of Melbourne. We wish him all the best and God’s
blessings.
4. Fr. Mendam Bhaskar is appointed as the assistant parish priest in
Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Fairfield, Sydney, Australia. We
wish him all the best and God’s blessings.
5. Regents’ Meeting will be held on 13th to 14th January, 2019 at SFS
School, Secunderabad.
6. Frs. Guna Sekhar and Santhosh will be on holidays. We wish them
a happy stay in India.
7. Let us pray for the speedy recovery of Rev. Fr. Joseph Vichatt.
New Address:
Fr. Bhaskar Mendam
18 Vine St. Fairfield, NSW 2165
Australia

Tentative Programme
17th - 18th Dec.
Superiors’ Meeting at Stella Maris.
22nd December
S.F.S. School Day, Secunderabad
rd
23 December
Janakampet, Nizamabad
27th - 28th Dec.
Guntur
29th December
Sports Meet at Seethammadhara
06th January 2019
Grotto Inauguration at Agripalli
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07th - 11th Jan. 2019
12th January 2019
13th January 2019
14th January 2019
19th January 2019
20th January 2019
28th January 2019
31st Jan. to 14th Feb.

Annual Retreat at Stella Maris
Council Meeting at Stella Maris
Ibrahimpatnam
Regents’ Meeting at Secunderabad
Diaconate Ordination at SFS Study House, Eluru
Karamchedu
Silver Jubille, SFS Study House, Eluru
General Chapter, Guwahati

Let us pray for the departed:
Mrs. Pothula Elezabethamma, aunty of Fr. Guna Shekar passed away.
Mr. Ruben, brother of Fr. M. Shanthaiah passed away on 26th Nov. 2018.
Mr. Mathai Thomas, aged 93, uncle of Fr. Jose Marie passed away on
20th November 2018.
Mr. Thomas Ettackakunnel, aged 58, nephew of Bro. George
Ettackakunnel passed away on 30th November 2018.
Let us pray for the departed souls.

Yours fraternally in Christ,

Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy msfs
Provincial Superior

SALESIAN THOUGHT
Infinite goodness of our God has two hands
with which He does all things:
one is His mercy, the other His justice
- SFS
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