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My dear confreres,
Greetings of love and peace of Christ from Stella Maris,
Visakhapatnam. As I write this circular I assure my prayers for
the well being of every confrere and exhort you to pray for one
another. The month of October is an important month for us,
the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales. For, Bishop Rey gave
provisional approval on September 29, 1836 for the rule of life
for Fr. Peter Mermier and his team known as Missionaries of
Annecy. They set up a house in Annecy at a place called La
Feuillette on August 8, 1837, which became a house of prayer
and study, where the young religious received their formation
in the Salesian way of life. Although, the civil approval to the
new religious society from the Duke of Savoy came on October
15, 1838, it was only on 24th October 1838, Bishop Joseph Rey
issued an official document concerning the canonical approval
to the Congregation founded by Father Peter Mermier known
as the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales. So, it is our duty to
remember gratefully the day 24th October as the Foundation
Day and recall the great contribution of Bishop Joseph Rey of
Annecy and our beloved founder and his companions. May God
help us to spread the Gospel with the same fervour of the
founding missionaries of the Congregation!

• Address of Vocation Promoter 1.

The Provincial Congress 2015

• Prayer for the Departed

a. Participation

• Tentative Programme

The Seventh Ordinary Provincial Congress of the
Visakhapatnam Province took place from 23rd to 26th September
2015 at S.F.S. School, Seethammadhara, Visakhapatnam, with

• Salesian Thought
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the theme “MSFS of VIZAG Province: To be Witnesses as Praying and Fraternal
Communities in the Mission of Faith Renewal”. It was well attended. Out of 178 confreres,
by right, to attend the Congress, 128 were present for the Congress besides the delegate of
the Superior General and other special invitees. The total number of participants was 132.
Unfortunately, some could not make up for the Congress due to some personal and functional
difficulties. But I hope that they were united in prayer and thoughts with the spirit of the
Congress. It was a happy sight to see that even Fr. Bhaskar Jayaseelan from Trinidad
Mission and Fr. Arockia Manoharan were present for the Provincial Congress.

b.

Dignitaries at the Provincial Congress

The dignitaries present for the Provincial Congress were: Very Rev. Fr. Agnelo Fernandes,
General Councilor and Delegate of the Superior General for the Provincial Congress 2015,
Very Fr. Thumma Mariadas Reddy, Assistant Superior General, Rev. Fr. Antony
Dharamaraj, Provincial of South-East India Province, and Rev. Fr. Jacob Parapally who
animated the recollection and delivered the Key-note address.

c.

Thanksgiving

First of all, it is my duty and privilege to gratefully acknowledge the support, guidance, the
inspiring message of our beloved Superior General Very Rev. Abraham Vettuvelil for the
Seventh Ordianry Provincial Congress 2015. I thank him wholeheartedly for granting the
provisional approval for the Statement and Acts of the Provincial Congress. I am profoundly
grateful to Very Rev. Fr. Agnelo Fernandes, Former Superior General and the General
Councilor, for representing our beloved Superior General and delivering his message. I am
deeply grateful to you, dear Father, for your animation, guidance, message and timely
clarifications. I thank Very Rev. Fr. Thumma Mariadas Reddy, Assistant Superior General
for his generous presence, message and also for conducting the orientation programme for
the new Provincial Curia. A big thanks to Fr. A. Dharmaraj, Provincial of South East India
Province for his lively participation and message. I am grateful to Rev. Fr. Jacob Parapally
for animating the recollection and for giving us a wonderful message on the spirit of the theme
of the Provincial Congress with his key-note address. I also thank Rev. Fr. George
Panthanmackel, Provincial of North East India Province and Rev. Fr. Jose Kumblolickal,
Provincial of South West Province for their valuable messages sent for the Provincial Congress.

d.

Approbation of the Acts of the Provincial Congress

I am glad to acknowledge with gratitude and place on record that on 3rd November
2015, with the consent of the General Council, the Superior general Very Rev. Fr. Abraham
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Vettuvelil has granted approbation for the acts of the Provincial Congress 2015 and for the
Provincial Statutes. On behalf of all the members of the Province I thank him wholeheartedly
for all his support and approval for the acts of the Congress. In this context, I would like to
offer my gratitude to Rev. Fr. Agnelo Fernandes, for his timely guidance and valuable support
in preparing the acts of the Provincial Congress.

e. Congratulations
Congratulations to Rev. Frs. Mandagiri Jojaiah, J. Lourdu Ravi Kumar, P. Bala Sundar Rao,
G. Sandeep Reddy for being elected as the Provincial Councilors and to Rev. Fr. B. Anil
Kumar, the Bursar of the Province. My special congrats to Fr. Mandagiri Jojaiah, one of the
Councilors, for his being elected to be the Admonitor. I wish them all the very best in their
new responsibility.

f.

Appreciation and Compliments

My dear confreres, it is extremely soothing to note that, by and large, the Provincial Congress
2015 was well planned and executed. I was happy to hear great appreciation from many
who attended the Congress about the way it was organized and conducted. My sincere
appreciation and profound thanks to each one of you, for your personal care and valuable
contribution for the success of the Provincial Congress. As we all had experiences the good
moments of the Congress especially the days of fraternal communion, evaluation and
common sharing experienced during the Congress, let us also take some firm resolutions
to live the spirit of the Congress personally and communally through our commitment to the
mission. I request all of you, dear fathers and brothers, to read through the messages and
documents of the Provincial Congress reflectively in order to grasp the spirit of the Provincial
Congress and to materialize the acts of the Provincial Congress in our life and ministry.
Articulating them in our life and mission would be the measure of the success of our
Congress. At this Golden year of the Province, let us renew our missionary zeal to take the
Province of Visakhapatnam to greater heights and glorious future. May our Blessed Mother
of Compassion assist us in our pursuit and St. Francis de Sales, our Patron and Fr. Peter
Mary Mermier, our beloved Founder intercede for us. May God bless us!

3.

MISSION STATEMENT AND ACTION PLAN

A. Mission Statement
[7th Ordinary Provincial Congress, Visakhapatnam Province, September 2015]
We, the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales, gathered at SFS School, Seethammadhara,
Vishakhapatnam, for the 7th Ordinary Provincial Congress of the Vishakhaptnam Province
from 23rd to 26th September 2015, the Golden Jubilee Year of the Visakhapatnam Province,
to reflect on the theme: “MSFS of Vizag Province: To be Witnesses as Praying and Fraternal
Communities in the Mission of the Faith Renewal” state that:
• We are resolved to seek God’s will always, to be with Jesus, to be filled with the spirit of
prayerfulness, as genuine prayer leads to transformation and fraternal communities.
• We are resolved to be spiritually fulfilled in the community, bringing about renewal by
cultivating the attitude of acknowledging the talents of the confreres, supporting them in
their ministry and appreciating the achievements of the confreres.
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• We are resolved to gratefully acknowledge the past (History) of the Province / Congregation
and to be inspired and challenged by the missionary legacy we have inherited.
• We are resolved to deepen our knowledge and proficiency in the Salesian Spirituality and
Literature.
• We are resolved to be pro-active always and at every level: taking responsibility and reaffirming the confreres and others; unleashing all our positive energy to bring out the best
of our religious and community life; being experts of communion with openness and
charity.
• We are resolved to be disturbed by the negative factors - individualism, consumerism,
secularization, fragmentation - which dampen the religious life today.
• We are resolved to realize that there is no relevant and meaningful mission without a
mission for the poor, the marginalized and the less privileged ones of the society; in this
we are called to be Christ-like and thus be Jesus to others.
• We are resolved to realize that through our ministry, we are to contribute to the all-round
growth of the Province/ Congregation; through personal and community life of prayer
and witnessing; through innovation and creativity; through total accountability and
transparency, and through assuming the role of good religious MSFS educators, formators
and pioneering missionaries reading the signs of our times.

B. Action plan
1. Mission
1. Revive the parish missions as praying and witnessing communities for faith renewal.
2. Form Friends of Fransalians in every parish.
3. Start catechetical formation in Word and Sacrament for lay leadership.
4. Organize every year Mission Sangamam or Parish day.
5. Establish good relationship with Diocesan Clergy and the Local Ordinary and other
Religious.
6. Organize seminars on pastoral leadership, management skills theology update, liturgy,
scripture and sacraments.
7. Organize seminars on homiletics and preaching.
8. Organize marriage preparation courses in those parishes where the concerned diocese
does not have such programs.
9. Take up a new mission at least once in a period of three years.
10. Provide for the basic maintenance and infrastructural development of those centres to
which no income fetching institutions are attached.

2. Formation
1. Every confrere is bound to promote vocations for the province.
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2. Vocation promoter must visit the homes of the candidates at the initial stages of formation
3. Instill among the candidates belongingness to the Congregation and Province and their
vocation is to be nurtured and guided.
4. Candidates and the formators must become familiar with Salesian literature.
5. Create interest in learning the Bible and become familiar with the Biblical passages and
quotations.
6. Send two confreres every year for formation program.

3. Education
1. Enhance the use of technology in our educational institutions
2. A common policy must be followed in recruiting the staff in our institutions- a three layer
recruitment process (interview, demo and test).
3. Equip our schools with modern library, laboratory and computer lab.
4. Every year two confreres to be selected and send for B.Ed studies.

4. Innovative and Social Apostolate:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Do promote socio-educational programs for the poor and the neglected.
Establish legal cell to address the legal issues pertaining to our missions.
Start family counseling and youth counseling in our parishes.
Send confreres to pursue studies in LLB, MSW, Journalism and other relevant subjects
Encourage and promote environment program to protect ecology
Collaborate with other provinces to enhance and create more socio-economic
developmental projects.
7. Collaborate with government agencies to promote projects benefitting many in rural
areas like housing, sanitation and safe drinking water

5. Stewardship and Good Governance:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Every confrere, soon after his ordination, is to be given training in stewardship
Transparency and accountability should be made mandatory
A centralized and uniformed system of accounting should be implemented.
Councilor in charge of each forum will visit his respective places of ministry regularly.
Meeting of the local superiors is to be convened at least twice a year by the provincial.
Local procurators should table the accounts during the community meeting at least 4
times a year.
7. The purchase and sale of land etc. should be entrusted to a committee under the
leadership of Bursar.
8. Absenteeism is to be avoided.

4.

Provincial Curia - Forums
Fr. Mandagiri Jojaiah
Fr. J. Lourdu Ravi Kumar

- Admonitor and PCIC Mission Forum
- PCIC Innovative and Social Forum
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Fr. P. Bala Sundar Rao
Fr. G. Sandeep Reddy
Fr. B. Anil Kumar

5.

- PCIC Formation Forum
- PCIC Education Forum
- Bursar and PCIC Stewardship Forum

Appointments
Fr. B. Anil Kumar – Correspondent and Procurator, Kotak Salesian School
Fr. Mendem Bhaskar – Superior and Manager at SFS Printing School
Fr. P. Dominic Savio – Superior, Stella Maris
Fr. A. Dhana Raju – Keewatin The Pas, Canada Mission

6.

Congratulations and Best Wishes
Fr. Meenuga Prabhudas and Fr. Shyju Thekkumkattil left to Trinidad for mission.
Fr. Rajani Kumar Reddy left to Germany for studies.

7.

Fr. Peter Marie Mermier Basket Ball Ever-Rolling Tournament

We the Fransalians of MSFS Study
House, from Janampeta organized
Basket Ball Tournament in honor of our
Venerable founder Fr. Peter Marie Mermier.
We have been conducting since 15
years in Mariapuram campus. The event
began on 2nd September and the chief
guest was Rev. Fr. Jose Chirayath, Rector
of Fransalian Vidyajyothi, MSFS Minor
Seminary, Nidadavole. Eleven teams
took part in the tournament and the winner of the tournament was MSFS House, Janampeta
and the Runners were SCJ House. The prizes were distributed by the chief-guest of the day
Rev. Fr. Rayappa, the Parish Priest of Vijayarai on 11th September 2015.
Reported by: Bro. Sagar Santhosh msfs

8.

News from the Missions
a) Blessing of the Tower of Our Lady Of Good Health, Palasa
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We the community of Palasa Mission are happy to share the news of the inauguration of the
newly built tower of Our Lady Of Good Health. This graceful event was blessed by the
presence of Most Rev. Addagatla Innaiah, Bishop of Srikakulam and Very Rev. Fr. P.
Chinnappa Reddy, Provincial of Visakhapatnam Province. On 7th October 2015, on the
occasion of the feast of Our Lady of Rosary, while the Bishop blessed the tower, our dear
Provincial inaugurated it in the presence of many priests and religious. The faithful of our
parish and the people of this region were over whelmed about this tower. We the community
of Palasa sincerely thank the dignitaries for their encouragement and all of you for your
prayerful support and encouragement. Thank you.
Reported by Fr. N. Balajoji, Parish Priest

b) Ibrahimpatnam Mission
On October 11th 2015, Rev. Fr.
Chinnappa Reddy, Provincial visited
Ibrahimpatnam Mission and laid the
foundation Stone for the construction of
a large prayer hall at the shrine of
Mahimala Giri, a pilgrim centre in the
substation of Krothamulapadu. It
consists of 200 Catholic families and is
a very vibrant community. A large
number of the faithful were present for
the ceremony. This shrine is already
gathering good number of devotees every day. The devotees spend a lot of time at the
shrine in scorching sunlight with no shade. Hence the foundation Stone is laid for the prayer
hall which could accommodate nearly 700 people. Very Rev. Fr. Provincial appreciated Rev.
Fr. Jojaiah’s commitment and hard work to the mission of Ibrahimpatnam. The faithful
expressed their happiness about Rev. Fr Jojaiah’s undertakings and developments in the
parish.
Reported by Fr. M. Jojaiah,
Councilor in-charge of the Mission

c) Installation of the SFS Parish, Bibinagar
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We have a new Parish in the Diocese of Nalgonda. St Francis de Sales Mission in Bibinagar
is officially declared and entrusted to the MSFS, Visakhapatnam Province. On 25 October
at 6 p.m, in a solemn Eucharistic celebration presided over by Most Rev. Govindu Joji and
concelebrated by Very Rev Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy, the Provincial Superior, Fr Jojaiah, the
Councillor in- charge of Mission, Rev. Fr. Agnelo Fernandes, General Councillor for Mission
and our confreres from various mission centres and the faithful.
The Bishop joyfully announced the good news and in his homily he exhorted that we must
continue the mission of Jesus in spreading the kingdom of God. The Priests share this
mission of Jesus in proclaiming the Gospel and administering the sacraments to the faithful.
He prayed that this new parish in Bibinagar would become the haven of peace and light of
Christ to many people in the Mandal. In his message the provincial Rev Fr Chinnappa Reddy
thanked the Bishop of Nalgonda for inviting the MSFS to the diocese and entrusting Bibinagar
Mission. He also wished that this new parish now with 7 families will be added to 70 and 700
in the days to come. Many priests and sisters from around and the local leaders like MPP,
MPTC, Surpanch and Vice Surpanch were present at the occasion.
Reported by Fr. Anand Prasad, Parish Priest

d) Garla Mission
Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy, Provincial and
Rev. Fr Jojaiah the councilor in-charge of
the missions and local Superior Rev.
Fr.Pratap Reddy visited Garla Mission on
Oct 26th, 2015 and Rev. Fr Provincial laid
the foundation stone for the construction of
new church in the substation of Sherpuram.
The Provincial appreciated Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Reddy and Fr Noble for their commitment
and hard work to the mission of Garla. The faithful felt very happy about the new Church
construction in their village.
Reported by Fr. Sebastian Reddy, Parish Priest.

e) Khammam Mission
Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy, Provincial
and Rev. Fr Jojaiah, Councilor in-charge
of the Missions visited the Khammam
Mission on 26th October 2015 on the
occasion of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary
Feast and Rev.Fr Provincial Chinnappa
Reddy laid foundation Stone for the
construction of new Church in the
substation of Khana Puram of Ballepally
Parish in the presence of a large number
of faithful. Rev. Fr. Pratap Reddy,
–8–

Fr. Sebastian and Fr. Noble were also present on the occassion. The ceremony was followed
by solemn Eucharistic Celebration by Rev. Fr. Provincial. Fr. Jojaiah preached a good homily
in the Mass. Fr. Provincial appreciated Rev. Fr. Ratna Swamy and the other confreres for
the commitment and hard work to the mission of Khammam. The faithful of the Substation
are very happy about the new church construction.
Reported by Rev. Fr. Ratna Swamy, Parish Priest

9. Forum Meetings
a) Mission Forum Meeting at Nunna
Mission Forum Meeting
was held at Nunna in the
diocese of Vijayawada on 5th
November 2015. The Meeting
was convened by Rev. Fr.
Jojaiah, Councillor in-charge of
the Mission. He welcomed Rev.
Fr. G. Rayanna, Rev.Fr. Agnelo
Agnelo Fernandes, General
councilor, Rev. Fr. Chinnappa
Reddy, Provincial and his Councillors Rev. Fr. Ravi Kumar, Rev. Fr. P. Sundar Rao and
participants of the Mission Forum. Rev. Fr. Jojaiah felicitated all the dignitaries and welcomed
the Resource Person Rev. Fr. Govindu Rayanna, the Executive Secretory for the Biblical
Commission of CCBI to share his views on Pastoral Ministry. He had enlightened the
members with his thought provoking, practical inputs on the mission. Rev. Fr. Agnelo
Fernandes also gave a wonderful pastoral orientation in his talk. The confreres actively
participated in the sessions and shared their views on the inputs and contributed very valuable
suggestions for implementation.
Rev. Fr. Provincial in his speech appreciated the confreres for their hard work and commitment
in the missions. Rev. Fr. Jojaiah thanked all the confreres for their active participation and
Rev. Fr. Dola Velangini Rao and Rev. Fr. K.Lourdhu for the good arrangements .The meeting
came to end with Holy Mass presided over by Rev. Fr. Agnelo Feranandes.
Reported by Rev. Fr. M. Jojaiah
Councilor in-charge of the Mission

b) Education Forum Meeting at Secunderabad
Education Forum Meeting of the Province was held on 8th November at Lourdunivas,
Shantinagar under the Chairmanship of very Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy. There were four input
Sessions on School Manage-ment, Coordination of Staff and Students, Educational Laws of
the Government and Achievement of better results. The resource persons Mr. Francis,

–9–

Bro. Baltharaj, Mrs.
Pushpa, Mrs. Maria Pillai
and Mr. Martin made
sessions lively, dynamic
and informative. The Forum
also had discussion on the
Action Plan of the Provincial
Congress 2015. It is
decided
to
strictly
implement the Action plan
in all our institutions. The
Forum also made certain policies and decisions that are to be followed in the coming future.
Very Rev. Fr George Parampukattil is also present throughout the day. Around 35 Confreres
engaged in the Ministry of education were present.

10. MISSION HERITAGE WEEK AT STELLA MARIS
From 19th to 24th October 2015, the meeting of the
Mission Heritage Week was held at Stella Maris,
Visakhapatnam as part of the midyear evaluation of the
Mission Year. The meeting was convened by Rev. Fr. Noel
Rebello, General Secretary for Formation and was attended
by nearly 25 Priests from all the Six Indian Provinces. Rev.
Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy, Provincial of Visakhapatnam, Rev.
Fr. A. Dharmaraj, Provincial of South-East, Rev. Fr. K. Jacob,
Provincial of Nagpur and Rev. Fr. Vincent Lourduswamy,
Provincial of Pune were also present for the meeting on different days. On 21st October the
group had visited the mission centres like Pithapuram, Yanam, Georgepeta, Kakinada and
Jaggampeta. The Parish Priests, religious communities of priests and sisters were very
kind enough to welcome us and provide us with the necessities. Thanks to their hospitality,
the trip was very successful. The meeting was fruitful due to the meticulous planning of
Rev. Fr. Noel Rebello, active participation of the participants, and the personal care of the
host Provincial and the coordinators.
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11.

For Promoting Vocations to the MSFS Congregation, please contact:
Fr. Regeti Anil msfs
Vocation Promoter
Fransalian Vidya Jyothi
Nidadavole – 534301
West Godavary Dt., Andhra Pradesh
E-mail: vocationsmsfsvz@gmail.com
Mobile: 9100705846

12. Let us pray for the Departed
Fr. Gerard Gill MSFS, 87 yrs, English Province, dies on 10th September 2015at Sacred
Heart residence, Dublin.
Mr. Johannes Reddy, 89 yrs, grand uncle of Fr. Rajani Kumar Reddy, died on 10th
September 2015.
Mr. Pius Edacherry Pauvath, 55 yrs, nephew of Fr. Joseph Pauvath dies on 20th
September 2015.
Mrs. Annamma, mother of Fr. Thomas Olickal of East Africa Province, died on 12th
October 2015.
Fr. A. Antony Savary Raj (1983-2015) 32 years old, of South-East India Province died of
brain hemorrhage on 13th October 2015 at Chennai.
Mrs. Marojamma, 90 yrs, grandmother of Fr. Y. Jacob reddy, passed away on 4th Nov. 2015.
Mrs. Annamma, 80 yrs, elder sister of Fr. Kurian Cheriyankalayil, died on 10th November
2015 at Sulthanbathery, Kerala.
May their souls rest in peace!
I request you to fulfill the suffrages at the earliest. (Const. No.118; General Directory No.98)
13. Tentative Programme
November 11-13
–
November 19-24
–
November 28
–
November 29
–
December 8
–

Superior General at Vizag
Belgaum and Bangalore
Tanuku, School Anniversary
Novena begins at Ross Hill
Ross Hill Feast

Yours fraternally in Christ,

SALESIAN THOUGHT
Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy msfs
Provincial Superior

You learn to speak by speaking, to study by studying,
to run by running, to work by working; and just so,
you learn to love by loving. All those who think to learn
in any other way deceive themselves. - St. Francis de Sales

