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Provincial Speaks...
My dear Confreres in Jesus Christ,
Greetings and prayerful wishes from
Stella Maris, MSFS Provincialate,
Visakhapatnam.
As I write this first Circular, my heart overflows with immense
gratitude to God Almighty who has done great things in my life to
this day and has bestowed on me this privilege to lead the Province
of Visakhapatnam in the coming days. I thank God for the gift of
the Congregation of the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales and
the Province of Visakhapatnam in particular. I gratefully
acknowledge the maternal care of our Blessed Mother Mary and
the inspiration of our Patron, St. Francis de Sales and our Founder,
Servant of God, Fr. Peter Marier Mermier. My profound thanks also
to our beloved Superior General, Very Rev. Fr. Abraham Vettuvelil,
the Assistant General, Very Rev. Fr. Yves Carron and the General
Councilors and each one of you my confreres for the trust you
have placed in me. I also fondly remember, at this juncture, the
priceless contribution of my parents, formators, companions,
friends, confreres and people towards the wellbeing of my
personality. I always enjoyed being at the service of the Province
as well as the Congregation while discharging my duties as pastor,
formator, teacher and councilor. I am hopeful that with the grace
of God and your kind cooperation, I will be able to serve, guide,
animate and lead the Province to next level.
At this juncture, I would like to place on record the selfless and
dedicated services of all my predecessors, Rev. Fr. Devasia
Kuzhuppil, Rev. Fr. Zacharias Mannukuzhupil, Rev. Fr. Thomas
Anikala, Rev. Fr. Antony Mookenthottam, Rev. Fr. Midathada
Mariadas, Rev. Fr. Alexander Kottam, Rev. Fr. Mani Panthalany,
Rev. Fr. Thomas Perumalil, Rev. Fr. Simon Paicatt, and Rev. Fr. P.
Chinnappa Reddy, who left no stone unturned for the overall
development of the Province of Visakhapatnam. I humbly
acknowledge, without any hesitation whatsoever, that we are
reaping the fruits of their hard labour. As we reap the fruits of
their labour, let us, first of all, be profoundly grateful to them and
secondly, commit ourselves to take forward the mission of the
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Province, the Congregation and the Church at large. Let us not
forget that the mission of the Province or the Church is not just
building churches and schools, but building the Kingdom of God.
The primary task of the mission of Christ entrusted to us is the
salvation of souls. As Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales (MSFS),
we have before us the great models in both, our Patron, St. Francis
de Sales as well as our Founder, Servant of God, Fr. Peter Marie
Mermier, who longed for nothing but the salvation of souls. Hence,
as we imitate their missionary fervor and charity, may we also
strive to strengthen the mission of Christ wherever we are and
whatever tasks we undertake. Since we are in the Year of Mission,
it is highly befitting that we commit ourselves seriously to the
mission of Christ, the very purpose of our priestly vocation. May
God Almighty assist us in our efforts in this regard! May Mary,
Mother of Sorrows, our patroness, intercede for us! And may our
heavenly Patron, St. Francis de Sales, pray for us!

1. THANKSGIVING TO FR. P. CHINNAPPA REDDY
I am immensely pleased to place on record my heartiest thanks
and wishes to Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy, who rendered sincere
and invaluable services to the Province of Visakhapatnam for the
six years in his capacity as the Provincial Superior of Visakhapatnam.
With his life of simplicity and sheer hard work, he left no stones
unturned for the wellbeing of the Province and its overall
development. No words will be sufficient to thank him for the
enormous work he did and multiple tasks he has achieved during
his six years tenure. A big thank you, dear Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy.
I wish him, on behalf of all confreres of the Province, all the very
best for all his future undertakings. May God bless you with good
health, happiness and contentment!

2. INSTALLATION CEREMONY of the New Provincial of
Visakhapatnam Province Very. Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu
On 3rd July 2021, Visakhapatnam Province had marked a solemn
celebration of the installation ceremony of our new Provincial Rev.
Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu. As one family, Rev. Fr. Suresh Babu along
with Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy, the outgoing Provincial, Rev. Fr.
Jacob Karamkuzhyil, General Councilor, Rev. Fr. Ignaci Muthu the
Provincial of South East India Province and our MSFS confreres,
Priests and Religious, and the family members of Rev. Fr. Suresh Babu,
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had joined hands around the Altar at
10:30 am, wherein we had solemn Holy
Eucharistic Celebration presided over by
Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy, and concelebrated by Rev. Fr. Suresh Babu and
others priests from the vicinity of
Visakhapatnam. During the Holy
Eucharistic celebration Fr. Thomas
Perumalil has inspired all the members
and faithful present there with an
enriching homily where in he connected
the day’s feast and explained the role,
aspirations and goal of the Province,
members and the Provincial towards
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the growth of our Mission. There after Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy
handed over his responsibilities as Provincial to Rev. Fr. Suresh Babu
and Fr. Suresh Babu has taken the oath as the 11th Provincial of
Visakhapatnam Province and the Holy Eucharist continued. There
after we had the felicitation ceremony during which, His Grace Rev.
Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
Archdiocese, and few others had addressed every one present there.
There after Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy, the former Provincial of
Visakhapatnam Province was felicitated in a special manner by Rev.
Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu the New Provincial. The feastarians along
with other dignitaries, were felicitated. A cake was cut by the New
Provincial and the feastarians together. The celebration was
concluded with grand fraternal meal.
By Bro. Krupakar N
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3. PROVINCIAL CHAPTER 2021
After a serious discussion, deliberations and necessary consultation,
the Provincial Council which met on 24th of July at Stella Maris,
taking into consideration the threats posed by the pandemic Covid19 and the protocol in place, has decided to hold the Provincial
Chapter. According to our Constitutions, a Provincial Chapter “is
a symbol of fraternal unity and a forum of collective discernment
and accountability for the life and mission of the entire Province”.
The chief and significant thrust of the Provincial Chapter is, through
the process of evaluation, the renewal of the spiritual life and the
mission of the Province.
Therefore, as required by our Constitutions and the General
Directory, I consulted our beloved Superior General, Very Rev. Fr.
Abraham Vettuvelil, and sought his approval for the convening
of the Provincial Chapter. The Superior General has granted his
formal approval to conduct the same in September 2021.

a. Convocation
As per the provisions of Art.228 of our Constitutions and
Art.261 of our General Directory, I do hereby convoke the
Eleventh Ordinary Provincial Chapter 2021 to be held from
28th September 2021 to 30th September 2021 at MSFS
Dhyanashram, Visakhapatnam.
b. Invitation
I extend a warm welcome to all the ex-officio members and
the elected delegates to the Provincial Chapter 2021. Besides
these, I, on behalf of all the members of the Province of
Visakhapatnam, extend a cordial welcome to all the special
invitees to this spiritual event.
I accord a special welcome to Very Rev. Fr. Jacob Karamakuzhiyil,
the Delegate of the Superior General and to all MSFS Provincials
to the Provincial Chapter 2021.

c. Programme
The detailed programme of the Congress will be sent to you
soon. Meanwhile to facilitate your travel arrangements, you
may note that the Chapter would begin on the 28th September
2021 at 6.30 a.m. with recollection and conclude on the 30th
September 2021 at 8 p.m. with the Holy Eucharist and the
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Founder’s Day celebrations. Therefore, the delegates of the
Chapter as well as other participants are expected to reach
the venue on the 27th September 2021 by 7.30 p.m. and could
leave only on the 30th September after 8.30 p.m.

d. Theme
I am glad to inform you that the theme for our Provincial Chapter
is: Transformed Fransalian Communities to Rejuvenate the
Mission of Christ in the Foundational Charism of MSFS.
Dear Confreres, The above theme is chosen keeping in mind the
MSFS Year of Mission and the Call of the General Chapter 2019:
MSFS, Wake up to the Basics, which clearly invites us to return to
the basics of our religious vocation, that is, to community life,
mission of Christ, MSFS-ness and Spirituality of St. Francis de Sales.
As MSFS, we are called to live our Fransalian way of life with our
focus primarily fixed on the mission of Christ, to proclaim the
Kingdom of God and to make disciples of Christ from around the
world. The person of Christ must be at the centre of both our
community life as well as our mission. The theme firstly echoes the
desire for transformation both at personal as well as community
level. Secondly, it points to the fact that there is need to rejuvenate
the mission of Christ wherever we are working. Thirdly, it insists
that as MSFS missionaries, we must live the spirit and spirituality of
St. Francis de Sales in our communities as well as in our mission.

STEERING COMMITTEE – SUB-COMMITTEES AND
CORE COMMITTEE
A Provincial Chapter is a spiritual event that renews the life in the
Province through evaluation and revision. In preparation for the
forthcoming Provincial Chapter, Rev. Fr. Provincial constituted a
jumbo Steering Committee with 24 members, drawn from the core
team members of each of the Apostolate Forum along with the
PCIC of the Forums and Fr. Mariadas Sesetti and Fr. Dola
Velangani Rao as the Convenor and Co-Convenor respectively.

STEERING COMMITTEE
Fr. Sesetti Mariadas (Convenor)
Fr. Dola Velangani Rao (Co-Convenor)
Fr. Manoj Pathupallil
Fr. G. Sandeep Reddy
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Fr. Bellamkonda Anil Bosco
Fr. Chirayath Jose
Fr. Karickal Jose
Fr. Ganji Bala Joji Reddy
Fr. K. V. S. Prasad
Fr. J.L. Ravi Kumar
Fr. Chitikila Vijaya Kumar
Fr. Pentareddy Raja Reddy
Fr. Nelapudi Bala Raju
Fr. Albert Alangadan

Fr. Permalil Thomas
Fr. Mannukuzhumpil Mathew
Fr. Chakkalakkal Jolly
Fr. Panthanmackel Mathew
Fr. Jaddu Joseph Reddy
Fr. Mandagiri Jojaiah
Fr. Kondala Joseph
Fr. Yannam Jacob Reddy
Fr. M. Anand Prakash
Fr. K.V. Joseph

The Steering Committee has come together for a virtual meeting
at 10.00 am on 28 th July, 2021. Convoked by Rev. Fr. Sesetti
Mariadas and presided over by Rev. Fr. Provincial. The Convenor
welcomed all and briefly stated the purpose of the Chapter and
the task of the Steering Committee as animation and facilitation of
the reflection and recording of the same. Fr. Provincial exhorted
the members of the committee to participate enthusiastically to
elicit the mind and the aspiration of the Province. Fr. Dola Velangani
briefed on the need for the Sub-Committees and planned the
schedule of logistics.

SUB-COMMITTEES
MISSION FORUM
1. Fr. Dola Velangani Rao
2. Fr. Jose Chirayath
3. Fr. Joseph Kondala

4. Fr. Mandagiri Jojaiah
5. Fr. Mekala Sebastian Reddy

EDUCATION FORUM
1. Fr. G. Sandeep reddy
2. Fr. J.L. Ravi Kumar
3. Fr. Mathew Mannu

4. Fr. Chitikila Vijaya Kumar
5. Fr. P. Raja Reddy

FORMATION FORUM
1. Fr. Manoj Pathupallil
2. Fr. Thomas Perumalil
3. Fr. Jolly Chakkalakkal

4. Fr. Jose Karickal
5. Fr. P.J. Mathew
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SOCIAL & INNOVATIVE MINISTRIES (SAIM)
1. Fr. Sesetti Mariadas

4. Fr. Jaddu Joseph

2. Fr. K.V.S. Prasad

5. Fr. N. Balaraju

3. Fr. Y. Jacob Reddy

STEWARDSHIP FORUM
1. Fr. Bellamkonda Anil Bosco

4. Fr. K.V. Joseph

2. Fr. M. Anand Prakash

5. Fr. Vijay Peter

3. Fr. Albert Alangadan

RELIGIOUS & COMMUNITY LIFE
1. Fr. Sesetti Mariadas

4. Fr. P. Inna Reddy

2. Fr. Simon Paicatt

5. Fr. K. Lourduraj

3. Fr. Thomas Pullat

CORE COMMITTEE
1. Fr. K.V.S. Prasad (Convenor)

4. Fr. P. Inna Reddy

2. Fr. K. Vijay Sekhar

5. Fr. D. Velangani Rao

3. Fr. Jolly Chakkalakkal

6. Fr. Manoj Pathupallil

TENTATIVE PLAN FOR THE WORK OF STEERING
COMMITTEE
6th August - First Drafts of Questionnaires from all Forums reach
the Convenor
9th August- Finalization of the Questionnaire & circulating it to all
the members for Discussion (to be discussed in two Apostolic
Communities meetings)
5th September- Sub-committees receive preliminary Reports from
various Apostolic Communities for collating & they send the Final
Reports to the Convenor
9th September - Steering Committee Finalizes the Reports
10th September- Final Report is to be handed over to the Core
Committee
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4. APPOINTMENTS AND TRANSFERS
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Chinnappa Reddy P.
Rajesh Ch.
Thomas Anikala
Vijaya Sandeep B.
Mariadas K.

Fr. Pakki Dilip
Dn. D. Ranjith

Thallarevu, Parish priest
Stella Maris, Provincial Secretary
Nidadavole, Spiritual Director
Garla, Asst Parish Priest
Autonagar, Studies in Diesel Mechanic
Ross Hill Shrine
Vadakkenchery, Minor Seminary

5. FIRST PROFESSION

On the 30th of June 2021, 19 novices made their First Religious
Profession at Salesianum Novitiate, Vizag, during the solemn
Eucharistic Celebration. Very. Rev. Fr. Ignaci Muthu the Provincial
of South East Indian Province was the main celebrant and preached
the homily. Very. Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy and several confreres
concelebrated. Fr. Ignaci Muthu received the vows of 15 of the
novices, while Fr. P. Chinnappa received the vows of two of the
novices belonging to the Visakhapatnam Province and two of the
novices belonging to the Pune Province. Due to Covid-19 restrictions,
only the confreres belonging to the Vizag City were invited. The
First Profession program ended with the lunch. After the Profession
the newly Professed stayed at Salesianum till 14th of July. A special
course was arranged here for the newly professed and Fr. Jolly
Chakkalakkal conducted the course. They all left for Bangalore on
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14th July to pursue their philiosophical studies. We express our
sincere thanks to all those who supported us and prayed for us.
May God bless you all. Congratulation and best wishes to the newly
professed members of our congregation.
By Fr. Thomas Perumalil

6. INITIATION INTO THE NOVITIATE

On the 19th of July 2021, 15 candidates were initiated to the Novitiate
at Salesianum in a simple ceremony officiated by Very. Rev. Fr.
Suresh Babu, the Provincial of Visakhapatnam. They were
prepared by a five full days retreat at Ross Hill Shrine, Retreat
Centre. Five novices from Andhra, belonging to Visakhapatnam
Province, ten of the Novices are for South East India Province,
eight of them from Tamil Nadu and two from Odisha. The event
of the initiation ceremony also coincided with the first visit of the
Provincial Very. Rev. Fr. Suresh Babu to Salesianum. We are
grateful to the Ross Hill community, St. Aloysius community and
Stella Maris community for assisting us for the transportation of
the candidates to Salesianum. May the Lord bless you all.
By Fr Thomas Perumalil

7. YEAR OF MISSION WITH ROSS HILL SHRINE
VOLUNTEERS (Day 23rd July)
Every year one of striking phenomena witnessed on the 8th
December, in addition to the teeming crowds winding their way
up to the Ross Hill Shrine, is the hundreds of volunteers rendering
their services throughout the Novena time. On 23rd July 2021, a
Day was observed on the Ross Hill Shrine as a day of prayer and
thanksgiving. This occasion has brought all the Ross Hill Shrine
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Volunteers together to spend a day’s time in the presence of our
Blessed Mother. The day began with an introduction about MSFS
Year of Mission and recitation of rosary at the grotto. Thereafter a
candle light procession was taken by the Volunteers up to the
church. There, adoration was conducted and concluded with the
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Rev. Fr. Sesetti Mariadas preached
the homily and celebrated the Mass. In his homily he appreciated
the generous and dedicated services of the Ross Hill Shrine
Volunteers. ‘Ross Hill Shrine Volunteers’ is a name earned by their
commitment to serve the church and thereby honour Mother Mary.
Rev. Fr. Jolly heard the confessions of the faithful. The event closed
with a fellowship meal. The participants felt very happy at the
innovative idea that recognized the faith, devotion and the services
of Mother Mary’s devotees. All the participants specially invited
to pray for all the Missionaries.
By Fr. Joseph Kondala MSFS
Director, Ross Hill

8. BLESSING AND INAUGURATION OF SFS CHURCH,
Nekkalam Gollagudem (Nunna Parish)
The Church in Nekkalam Gollagudem (Nunna Parish) was named
after St. Francis of Assisi before the construction of New Church.
The Newly Constructed Church at present was dedicated and
named as St. Francis de Sales in memory of 175 years of our
Congregation, was blessed by Most. Rev. Dr. Thelegathoti Joseph
Rajarao, SMM (Bishop of Vijayawada) and inaugurated by Rev. Fr.
B. Suresh Babu MSFS, Provincial of Visakhapatnam Province. This
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Village consists of 34 Catholic families. The People of the Village
had long desire to have a good Church in their place to pray in
different atmospheric conditions. Their dream has come true on
29th July 2021 with the help of many good hearts, especially Rev.
Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy MSFS the former Provincial, the Religious
Houses in the Parish and contribution from the part of the Village
under the guidance of Rev. Fr. M. Guru Prasad MSFS the Parish
Priest, Rev. Fr. N. Sampath, Rev. Fr. B.Vijaya Sandeep. Thanks to
all the members of the Province for their prayers. A special thanks
to Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu MSFS our Provincial, besides being busy,
with great heart he has agreed to preside over the celebration and
it was meaningfully celebrated.
By Fr. M. Guru Prasad

9. VISITATION – GRATITUDE
My dear Confreres, after assuming my responsibility, from 5th to
23rd July, I made a courtesy visit to the Province communities in
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. I am profoundly grateful to each
and every confrere for their welcome, hospitality, availability and
care shown towards me. This was not a canonical visitation but
only a confidence-building exercise. This visit to the communities
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gave me an opportunity to see the missions of the Province in
person, to know their activities and understand their problems,
issues and needs which I think would become handy while
formulating the action plan of the Province for the next three years.
However, due to Covid-19 I could not visit the communities in
Kerala in the month of July, but I hope to do it in the month of
August 2021 if the situation of Covid-19 improves.

10. PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM For Month of August
5th Tripuranthakam

– Silver Jubilee

8 Rajahmundry

– Mass at Joan of Arc Parish

9th Council Meeting

– Stella Maris

13th Mangalapalem

– Holy Eucharist

15 Gnanapuram

– Holy Eucharist

22nd Soldierpet

– Holy Eucharist

25nd Tallarevu

– Inauguration of the New Parish

th

th

11. LET US PRAY FOR THE DEPARTED
Mr. Nagothu John Kishore Raju aged 49, uncle of Fr. N. Sampath
passed away on 4th July.
Mr. Christopher Irudayaraj, Mr. Joseph Xavier, maternal cousins
of Fr. Arockia Manoharan Sebastian.
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12. SPIRITUAL INSIGHTS OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

TRUE DEVOTION IS A TRUE LOVE OF GOD
Devotion is a virtue that is extremely
pleasing to God. There are many
illusions about devotion. For
example, one thinks he or she
is devout because he or she is
fasting, even though his or her
heart is filled with hatred.
Another thinks that he or she is
devout because he or she is
reciting a number of prayers
everyday even though he or she is full
of pride and is hurtful towards others. Still another thinks that
he or she is devout since he or she gives generously alms to the
poor but refuses to forgive his or her enemies. Though the
world sees them as devout, in the eyes of God they are not.
True devotion necessarily presupposes a true love of God. It
is grace of God which makes us pleasing to God. If it gives us
the strength to do good, it is called charity. But when it grows
in perfection, it not only makes us do good but also moves us
to do it carefully, frequently and promptly. This is what is
called, devotion. “Ostriches never fly, hens fly only awkwardly,
quite low and rarely; but eagles, doves and swallows fly often,
swiftly and very high. In the same way, sinners do not fly
towards God but rather all their movements are on the earth
and for the things of the earth. People who are good, but have
not yet progressed to devotion, fly towards God by their good
deeds but rarely, slowly and with difficulty. Persons who are
devout fly to God frequently, promptly and freely.” In fact,
devotion is a spiritual agility and liveliness through which we
perform the acts of charity promptly and lovingly.
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As the charity enables us to keep the commandments of God
in general, devotion makes us do so promptly and earnestly.
To be good we must possess charity but to be devout, we must
have both charity as well as a great liveliness and promptness
to do charitable actions. Charity and devotion cannot be
differentiated like flame from the fire. If charity is a spiritual
fire, its intense flame is called devotion. Devotion adds to the
fire of charity the flame which enables charity to be more
prompt, active and diligent to keep the commandments of God
and also to practice His counsels and inspirations.
(Cf. Introduction to the Devout Life, Pt. I, Ch. 1)
Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS

Yours fraternally in Christ

Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS
Provincial Superior

SALESIAN THOUGHT
Love springs from the heart, whereas honour
has its sources in the will. - SFS
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