•
•

Provincial Speaks
Communications
from SG

•

Inauguration of
the New Provincial
House

•
•

Forum Meetings
News from the
Province
Let us Pray for the
Sick
Let us Pray for the
Departed

•
•
•

Salesian Insights

1

My dear Confreres in Jesus Christ,
Cordial greetings and prayerful wishes from Stella
Maris, MSFS Provincialate, Visakhapatnam.
We are in the Season of Lent, also called as the Season of Grace. This holy
season invites us to renew our relationship with God, to repent for our sins
committed and to save ourselves from spiritual damnation. For, God who is
full of mercy and compassion, awaits our return and conversion of the heart.
Hence, the Prophet Joel insists: “For, gracious and merciful is He, slow to anger,
rich in kindness, and relenting in punishment.” In fact, this Season of Grace
calls us to be born again in spirit and virtue. It clearly offers to all of us a
golden chance to transform our hearts, purify our souls and to become a whole
new person in Jesus Christ, our Saviour, who suffered, died and rose from the
dead for our sins. Thus, by this Paschal event i.e. through the suffering, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, invites us to become a new person and a new
creation in Christ himself. In fact, to become the people that God wants us to
be is the purpose of this Season of Grace.
Lent is a public observance of the whole Church. It is undoubtedly a great
annual retreat of the Church. It is a golden opportunity given to all of us selftransformation and spiritual renewal. The great challenge that is before us is
to purify our souls and to come home to God, our most loving Father. Let us
therefore spend this Season of Lent meaningfully desiring firmly to be
transformed from within and to be faithful people that God really wants us to
be. For this, what is required of us is that we say ‘no’ to all sinful thoughts and
actions and also all unbecoming behaviours. Unfortunately, in our times, there
is lack of sense of sin. Everything is taken for granted.
In this Lenten Season, we must strive towards repentance, renewal and
reconciliation. In fact, the Metanoia or transformation of our attitudes and
conversion of the heart. The three fundamental practices of the Lenten Season,
fasting, praying and almsgiving enable us to move closer to God of our hearts
thus pulling us away from the satanic influences and sinful influences. Let us
make serious efforts to spend these days of the Lent meaningfully in order to
reap the fruits of salvation for which Jesus Christ offered himself on the Cross
and rose again defeating sin, Satan and death itself.
Live Jesus!
Have a Fruitful Season of Lent!
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Communications from the Superior General
To mark the 400th death anniversary of St. Francis de Sales, we will celebrate the
“Year of St. Francis de Sales” from April 24, 2022, (Divine Mercy Sunday) to the Divine
Mercy Sunday 2023. (The Year of Missions concludes on April 23, 2022). There are
programs planned at the Congregational level. Some of the confirmed programs are:
1. Pope Francis has agreed to write a letter on SFS to mark the 400th death anniversary
2. Wednesdays with St. Francis de Sales: every Wednesday from April 27: Nearly 13
congregations and lay associates are participating in giving a 5-minute reflection on
SFS spirituality
3. Celebrations in Annecy (organized by Franco-Swiss Provicne) inviting confreres
from all over Europe
4. A short documentary on SFS and a special calendar for 2023
5. Starting the formation program for Fransalian Associates in all the Provinces in
view of their consecration in January 2024
6. On December 28, 2022, (death date of SFS) we want to do something at the
Congregational level to reach out to the people in need of support.
7. Other programs are yet to be planned
To celebrate this occasion an ad hoc committee is set up with the follwing confreres
from various Provinces:
1. Fr. Manoj Tirkey: NAGPUR Province
2. Fr. Gonsalves Johnson: PUNE Province
3. Fr. Santhosh Chavaranal: GUWAHATI Province
4. Fr. Carlus Burrowa: DIBRUGARH Province
5. Fr. Sheejan Kallarackal: EAST AFRICA Province
6. Fr. Jose Devashagayam: BRAZIL Province
7. Fr. Samuel Devaraj: FRANCO-SWISS Province
8. Fr. Roy K,C.: PROVINCE OF ENGLAND
9. Fr. Jijo Manjackal: SOUTHWEST INDIA Province
10. Fr. Chinnasamy Yesuraj: SOUTHEAST India Province
11. Fr. JADDU Joseph: VISAKHAPATNAM Province
12. Fr. Rajasekar: USA Vice Province, and
13. Fr. John Paul: MSFS in GERMANY - AUSTRIA
Fr J. Stephen, General Secretary for SAIM, and Fr. Saji George, General Secretary
for Formation, will be the General Co-ordinators.
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FORUM MEETINGS
Mission Forum
Mission forum meeting was held on 16th February 2022 from 10 am. The meeting was a
grace filled coming together via online mode. This Mission forum meeting was held to
review the current year as well as to plan for the next year. It was meticulously planned
by Rev. Fr. Vijay Shekar, MSFS PCIC-Mission. At the beginning of the meeting all the
participants shared their way of celebrating MSFS YEAR OF MISSIONS in their
respective Parishes. There was thorough discussion on celebrating the FORMATION
DAY as the Provincial Chapter 2021 mandated that 24th of January be dedicated and
celebrated as the FORMATION DAY to encourage the faithful to be part of the formation
of our young candidates and to be encouraged in recruiting the candidates and to sponsor
the candidates financially in formation. All the Parish Priests expressed their views on
how they celebrated the formation day in their respective Parishes.
Action Plan of the Provincial Chapter 2021 on mission was also discussed. There were
fruitful discussions on youth ministry and vocation promotion. Rev. Fr. Kandi Vijay Kiran,
the vocation promoter had shared his views and asked the forum members to recruit
good and suitable young boys for the Priesthood in our Province. Fr. Jaddu Joseph, PCICSAIM, spoke about the significance of youth ministry and important role of the young in
our Parish Missions. There were discussions on various matters like catechist’s allowances,
Fransalian lay associates and PMP. Then Rev. Fr. K. Vijay Shekar PCIC-Mission warmly
invited Very Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu MSFS, Provincial Superior to address the forum.
He thanked all the members for their commitment and exhorted all to be ready to face
challenges and difficulties in our ministry. He urged the forum members to work hard
ceaselessly in imparting the faith formation to the faithful. He invited confreres to come
forward to work in overseas missions and under developed countries. Rev. Fr. K. Vijay
Shekar PCIC-Mission proposed vote of thanks to all participants of the forum. The online
meeting was concluded with Angelus.
Fr. Bonela Prasad, MSFS

Stewardship Forum
The Stewardship Forum meeting was held online on 22nd February 2022, at 10.00 am,
organized and coordinated by Rev. Fr. Gade Bhaskar Reddy MSFS, the Provincial Bursar.
All the Procurators joined the meeting. There were two special sessions given by the
Auditor, Mr. Ravi Prasad and South India Bank Regional Manager, Visakhapatnam, Mr.
Niranjan. The Bank Manger spoke about the various types of frauds that could take
place during the transactions and cautioned us to be aware of it. The Auditor explained
about day today transactions, maintaining account registers, records, cash payments, FCRA
and other issues. Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS, the Provincial, exhorted all the
Procurators to have right attitude in using the resources of the Province and not to become
slaves to money. He also reminded them to be aware of the legal issues as well as their
resposibility to safeguard the belongings of the Province with due care and maintain the
accounts from time to time without any delay.
Fr. Gade Bhaskar Reddy, MSFS
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Education Forum
The education forum meeting was held online on 20th February 2022, at 10.00
a.m. convened by Fr. Mallela Joji, PCIC for Education. At the very outset there
was a sharing from the Principals of different Schools, they expressed their
difficulties and possibilities for the development of each School. Some of the
points that were highlighted in the discussion were as follows: taking concrete
measures of implementing the action plan of the Provincial Chapter 2021,
need to focus on the moral science books of MSFS for the classes from I to VIII
and taking up the guidelines of NEP 2021 in our schools. Very Rev. Fr. Baviri
Suresh Babu, MSFS our Provincial suggested to have an exclusive meeting of
NEP 2021 to make concrete steps in our Schools. He also suggested to plan out
a development agenda on “Educational Institutions”. He encouraged to develop
the Province as “Pastor and Mission Oriented” Province. He also suggested
the need to update the teachers and parents, to be aware of the legal issues.

Fr. J.L. Ravi Kumar, MSFS

Formation Forum
The Formation Forum meeting was held on 14th February 2022 at 10:30 a.m.,
arranged and coordinated by Rev.Fr. Manoj Pathupallil,
PCIC-Formation. The Local arrangements were made
by Rev. Fr. Vijay Shekhar, PCIC-Mission. The
Meeting was held both online and offline in a
well arranged manner and with wonderful
discussions on the various reports about
Formation Houses and also implementation
of the Action Plan of the Provincial Chapter
2021. Good number of issues connected with
Formation were brought in and discussed
elaborately. The highlight of the meeting was
the talk given by Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu
MSFS, the Provincial, on the topic “Formation
for Transformation”. Formation is a ceaseless
journey; it is a process of moulding and formators
are only facilitators. “Father, Son and Holy Spirit
are the real formators,” he said. Formation is a
time to inculcate values in formees. Formation is
for the formation of the Heart. Faith formation is
to be emphasized and focused. A formator is to be a
role model. Hence he should be having good
Knowledge about formation and must be good
Communicator as well. A formator is to be faithful to the Gospel, Constitutions
and Directory. The root is from family i.e. the Religious formation primarily is
from Mother that is the root. The objective of formation is to form disciples of
Christ, after the heart of Jesus. Formation is not for Formation sake but for Life.
Fr. Kandi Vijay Kiran, MSFS
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SAIM Forum

The SAIM Forum meeting was held online on 10th February 2022, at 10.00 am,
arranged by Fr. Jaddu Joseph Reddy, PCIC-SAIM. At the very outset of the
meeting there was sharing of the social apostolates by two Religious
Congregations, i.e. Sister of St. Ann’s, Luzern presented by Sr. Sajitha Mole
and Sr. Fathima Angel and Salesians of Don Bosco presented by Fr. Balashowry.
After that there were discussions on the concrete implementation of the Action
Plan of the Provincial Chapter 2021. Some of the important issues presented
were reaching out to the poor in concrete level, helping in skill development of
the youth, helping through self employment groups, actualization of Youtube
Channel to spread the Good News, specialization of confreres in different areas
to help the people who are in need. Very Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS,
our Provincial also presented his plans for SAIM specially to uplift the poor
and needy through different ways like 1. SFS Skill Development, 2. Retreat
Center 3. De Sales Counseling Center 4. Music School. He also exhorted us,
that there are many challenges in implementation of these but we need to be
committed to do service for the poor and take up the responsibilities with
dedication.
Fr. E.C. Vijay Peter, MSFS
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The Annual Feast of Arogya Matha Church at Shabad Parish
The annual Feast of Arogya Matha Church was celebrated on 8th February
2022. It was a joyful occasion for the Parishioners of Arogya Matha Church at
Mariapuram, Shabad Parish. The celebration began with utmost devotion, piety
and pomp on 7th February evening with the people offering candles and gifts
as a sign of gratitude to God for all his manifold blessings. After that we had
the procession with the statue of Our Lady of Good Health through the streets
of Mariapuram village in which people participated with devotion by praying
rosary and singing hymns. On 7th evening the Holy Eucharist was celebrated
by Rev. Fr. Y. Vijay Bhaskar Reddy, the Principal of SFS School, Medipally,
along with the other Priests.
On 8th February 2022, the Solemn Eucharist was celebrated by Very Rev. Fr.
Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS, the Provincial of Visakhapatnam Province along
with our MSFS and other Diocesan Priests. In his homily Rev. Fr. Provincial
emphasized that we are to be inspired by Mary our Mother by being obedient
and doing the will of God in every walk of our lives. After the Holy Eucharistic
celebration the Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Y. Bharath Reddy gave the vote of thanks,
after which Rev. Fr. Provincial was felicitated. Fr. Provincial expressed his
happiness to see the Church floor which was renovated with latest Italian tiles
and also appreciated the hard work of Rev.Fr. Y. Bharath Reddy and Dn. K.
Manohar Reddy and all the faithful who made the Feast a grand and successful
one. The festal celebration came to an end with the fellowship meal to all the
Priests and Religious who joined for the Feast.
The Shabad Parish community whole heartedly thanks Very. Rev. Fr. Baviri
Suresh Babu MSFS, the Provincial of Visakhapatnam Province, all the MSFS
confreres, Diocesan Clergy and everyone who helped in organizing the Annual
Feast.
Dn. K. Manohar Reddy, MSFS
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In her many apparitions to her children
on earth, Our Lady has given us
words of comfort, hope, and joy,
even she reminds us that our home
is not in this world. The celebration
of the Annual Feast of Lourdu
Matha at Karamchedu indeed gave
the same feeling of comfort, hope and
joy to people in this post Covid-19, the
so called “new-normal” situation. The Feast
was celebrated with great devotion of
nine days Novena. The Parishioners were enlivened with the
presence of Very Rev. Fr. Baviri
Suresh Babu MSFS, the
Provincial of Visakhapatnam
Province, who celebrated the
Holy Mass and preached an
inspiring homily. Many Priests,
Religious Sisters and faithful came from
far and near to attend the Feast. The Church was in all its elegance with new
painting, lighting and decoration. Around fifteen hundred people were served
meals. The celebration of the Feast of Lourdu Matha was a great spiritual event
and experience and indeed a renewal of faith for many people in and around
Karamchedu.
Fr. Gade Kishore Reddy, MSFS

It was a beautiful and historical moment in
the annals of SFS Parish, Anantapur, as we
inaugurated the SFS Tower on 13 th
February 2022. Very Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh
Babu MSFS, our Provincial graced the
occasion and inaugurated. The
celebrations began with the Ribbon
cutting of the huge tower which is
dedicated to our Patron St. Francis De
Sales. The construction of the SFS
Tower is longstanding dream and
hard work of the MSFS Community
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of Anantapur, more specially of Rev. Fr. P. Vijay
Kumar, the Parish Priest and the Parish faithful.
After the inauguration of the SFS Tower, we had
a beautiful celebration of the Eucharist offered by
our Provincial Superior. In the Eucharistic
celebration, the word of God is beautifully
proclaimed by Rev. Fr. Jaddu Joseph, PCIC-SAIM
and Admonitor. After the Eucharistic meal all the
faithful had a wonderful agape. A big thanks to
Rev. Fr. Provincial Superior and all the celebrants
who made the day colorful and blissful.
Fr. Polamarasetty Vijay Kumar, MSFS

Renovation of Fransalian Vidya Jyothi, Nidadavole

On 14th February 2022, the Fransalian Vidya Jyothi was blessed with the
visitaion of our Beloved Provincial. As he reached in Portico a rousing
reception was accorded to him by our confreres. Fr. Provincial met all the
Formators in person as well as in group, discussed many issues. He
exhorted the community to be exemplary, inspirational and role models.
He blessed the new bore well that is dug for sweet water and also the
newly renovated kitchen and the Store room. Two days stay of the
Provincial in the Seminary had been experiential, inspiring and memorable
for all the Seminarians and Staff. Fr. Provincial promised all help for the
better formation of the Seminarians. Everyone was happy and felt at home
in the company of our beloved Provincial for two days. In fact it was a
memorable visit by the Provincial Superior to Fransalian Vidya Jyothi.
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Fr. Kandi Vijay Kiran, MSFS

In the history of St. Aloysius ITI, Auto Nagar, 18th February 2022, is a great
day. Our dream to have latest equipments and machinery is fulfilled. The
inaugural program of new machinery began at 3:00pm, with march-past,
welcoming our Provincial Superior Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu, MSFS after
which a short prayer service was conducted seeking blessings and graces from
the Almighty. Rev. Fr. Provincial blessed and inaugurated the new machinery.
Later he addressed students and emphasized them to make use of new
machinery to equip themselves with skills in various fields to have a bright
future. He specially thanked
Italian Bishop’s Conference for sponsoring the
new machinery. He also thanked Sevakendra Director and Co-director Fr.K.V.S
Prasad and Fr. Ravi Prashanth for the success of the project. Staff and students
felicitated Rev. Fr. Provincial, Sevakendra director and co-director. The program
was concluded with the National Anthem.
Fr. Jaddu Joseph Reddy MSFS
The MSFS mission at Ballepalli is blessed with the inauguration and blessing of
the New Church, on 21st February 2022, at Kaikondaigudem an outstation.
The newly built Church at Kaikondaigudem is dedicated to St. Francis de Sales
our heavenly Patron. It’s inauguration is presided over by Most Rev. Dr. Maipan
Paul, the Bishop of Khammam and Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS, our
Provincial and good number of Diocesan and Religious Priests. The new Church
was a long awaited dream of the faithful at Kaikondaigudem. Their joy was
doubled on this gracious occasion. The completion of the Church was the fruit
of the hard labour of the faithful of Kaikondaigudem.
Fr. Chinthamalla Josi, MSFS
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On Wednesday 23 rd February
2022, we the Holy Redeemer
Church, Kothapalli, in the
th
Diocese of Guntur celebrated 66 Annual Feast with devotion and solemnity.
Even though there is fear of the pandemic everywhere yet the celebrations
went on very well by the Grace of God. The crown of all celebrations was the
concelebrated solemn High Mass offered by Very Rev.Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu
MSFS, our Provincial. In his sermon he highlighted the importance of living
our Christian life rooted in faith and charity and congratulated everybody for
the pious and devotional celebration. The Parish Priest thanked everybody
profusely especially Fr. Provincial for joining us for the celebrations and offering
the Holy Mass in spite of his busy schedule.
Fr. Mathew Manayathumariyil, MSFS

In one of the sub-stations of the Agripalli Parish, Rajavaram village, we had a
great celebration of the feast of Rajavaraprasadamatha on 24th February 2022.
The celebration preceded by nine days of Novena in honour of
Rajavaraprasadamatha. At 7.00 pm large number of faithful gathered at the
entrance of the village and gave a warm welcome to Very Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh
Babu MSFS, our beloved Provincial and took him to the shrine in a long
procession. The Eucharistic celebration started at 8.00 pm, officiated by very
Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu, MSFS. There were good number of Priests from
Nuzividu deanery as well as MSFS Vijayawada apostolic community. Many
Religious Sisters also joined for the celebration. Almost 500 faithful participated
in the Feast. Our Provincial Superior gave a wonderful homily in which he
exhorted the faithful, to walk in the footsteps of our Lady who always helps us
through her intercession and generous gifts to embrace the salvation offered to
us by her son Jesus Christ. The celebration was concluded with the fellowship
meal for all who participated in the feast. We, the MSFS community at Agripalli
express our sincere gratitude to all and especially to our beloved Provincial
Superior for his prayerful support and encouragement for this grand celebration.
Fr. Allam Pratap, MSFS
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It is my joy to write a short report on the laying of the foundation stone for the
construction of the Tower in remembarance of MSFS year of the Missions at
Jaggampeta on 25th, February 2022. Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS, the
Provincial of Visakhapatnam, Fr. Jaddu Joseph Reddy, the Councilor in charge
of SAIM, the community members Fr. Nellimalamattam Joseph and Bro.
Ettackakunnel George and a few faithful were present for the event. Rev. Fr.
Provincial made himself available for the event in spite of his busy schedule
and blessed the foundation stone for the construction of the Tower. He also
appreciated and thanked Fr. Bonela Anthony for his generosity towards the
mission as he willingly accepted to donate for the construction of the Tower.
It is also a great moment in the life of Fr. Bonela Anthony as he is finishing the
25th year of his Priestly Ordination and the foundation stone is laid on this
important day.
Fr. Yannam Jacob Reddy, MSFS

Distribution of Certificates of Completion to Trainees in Tailoring
Course at Shantinagar

The Fransalian Vocational Training Center at Shantinagar successfully trained
24 women in tailoring, arts embroidery, hand work, pot painting etc. 10th March
2022 was a joyful occasion for them as they received certificates for their skill
and proficiency. The Chief Guest of the programme was Very Rev. Fr. Baviri
Suresh Babu MSFS, our Provincial. In his address he highlighted the importance
of skill development for women and he also encouraged them to develop their
talents and skills in order to organize and support their families. During the
programme two women presented the about the Programme and its benefits.
Fr. Provincial specially thanked Fr. Ravi Prashanth for taking initiative to
conduct the programme. From women group two of them presented and
exhibited their works to all the members who are present. Later certificates
are distributed to the trainees. Mrs. Shanthi the in-charge was congratulated
for her arrangements. Fr. Jaddu Joseph PCIC-SAIM, thanked Fr. Suresh Babu,
Provincial for his support and cooperation. He also thanked all those who are
present over there.
Fr. Jaddu Joseph, MSFS
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1. Kurkula Stephen
4. Mallela Naveen Reddy
2. Nagothu Jeevan Kumar
5. Pothula Anthony
3. Pasala Bala Sudheer
The Diaconate Ordination will be held on 7th April 2022, at 10:00 am, by Most
Rev. Dr. Polimera Jaya Rao, the Bishop of Eluru, in Janampeta Study House.

Change of Mobile Number

Fr. Pulickal Joseph has changed his mobile number: 9490504336.

MSFS Value education book series is released by Most Rev. Dr. Poola Anthony,
Archbishop of Hyderabad. Hearty congratulations to Rev. Fr. Jacob
Karamakuzhiyil MSFS, General Councillor and General Secretary for Education
and his team.
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Mrs. Thresiamma John
Vettuvelil, aged 93,
Mother of Fr. Abraham
Vettuvelil, passed away
on 21st February 2022.

Rev. Fr. Karanam Joji Babu,
aged 91, Uncle of Fr. Karanam
Dhaman Kumar, passed away
on 15th February 2022.

Rev. Fr. Jacob Karachira, aged 81,
Brother of Fr. Joseph Karachira,
passed away on 7th February 2022.

Mrs. Gade Anthonamma, aged 70, elder Sister of Fr. Mekala Sebastian, passed
away on 9th February 2022.
Mrs. Aleyamma Joseph, Mother of Fr. George Alappat, passed away on 12th
February 2022.
Mr. Samuel Pally, aged 63, Father of Fr. Dilip Pally, passed away on 16th
February 2022 due to cardiac arrest.
Mrs. Brijeetha Joseph Vattingiyil, aged 97, Grand Mother of Fr. Thondickal
Praveen Mathew passed away on 1st March 2022.
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- Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu, MSFS

Need to Purify Ourselves from Attachment to Venial Sin

As in the morning brightness we see more clearly in the mirror the stains
on our face, in the interior light of the Holy Spirit, we would see more
distinctly the sins and imperfection which hinder us from attaining true
devotion. Besides, the same Holy Spirit, which enables us to ‘these defects
and failures, enkindle in us the desire to purify ourselves from them. We
know that “besides mortal sins and attachment to sins”, there always remain
in us “many inclinations and attachments to venial sins”. Although we
can never claim to be completely freed from the venial sins, we can at
least be free from attachment to venial sins. In fact, attachment and
inclination to venial sin are two different things. For, “it is one thing to tell
a lie once or twice from light-heartedness, in a matter of little importance,
and quite another to take pleasure in telling lies and to be fond of this sort
15
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of sin. Therefore, it is important to purify ourselves from undue attachment
to venial sin and avoid every sin which displeases to God.
Every attachment to sin not only displeases God but also is opposed to
devotion. Attachment to sin weakens spirit, obstructs the divine
consolation and then opens the door to temptations. Unlike in the case of
mortal sin, these attachments do cause of the death of the soul, nevertheless,
they make it absolutely ill. As the dying flies spoil the quality of the
ointment (Sir 10:1), so too, venial sins spoil the quality of holy devotion.
When we are inordinately attached to venial sin, it drives us away from
our spiritual disposition and makes us quite incapable of practicing
“charity with promptness “
Indeed, we should not take pleasure even in the little or insignificant sinful
actions such as telling a small lie, using improper speech, being
immoderate in looks, in dress, in games etc., rather avoid all such actions.
We need to learn to avoid all sin, small or big, significant or insignificant.
In short, it is extremely necessary to purify ourselves from all attachment
to venial sin, which can extinguish the fire of devotion, that is, charity.
IDL I, Ch. 22.

Yours fraternally in Christ

Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS
Provincial Superior
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