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Provincial Speaks...
My dear Confreres in Jesus Christ,
I am glad to write this special circular
exclusively on the MSFS Year of Missions. As
all of us know that our beloved Superior
General had announced this year as the Year of Missions and it was
inaugurated on the Pentecost Sunday, 23rd May 2021. The whole
Congregation had enthusiastically marked the day with the
inauguration of the Year of Missions through various spiritual events
and activities.

Missionary Zeal of our First Missionaries: Jesus while entrusting

his Mission to his disciples declares: "All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age" (Mt 28: 18-20). In his Letter to the Romans, St.
Paul claims: "I have been sent to the Pagans as their apostle, and I
am proud of being sent" (Rom 11:13). This awareness evidently
helped him to be well-focused in his mission.
How fervent our Patron St Francis de Sales has been! Our pioneer
missionaries clearly followed his example and exhibited enormous
courage and fervor for the Missions entrusted to their care. They
had learnt the local languages, lived among people, walked long
distances to visit homes, travelled to far away villages etc. Our first
missionaries in the Visakhapatnam Mission travelled on bullock
carts to reach long distances. One cannot fathom the struggle
involved and sacrifices made by them. They spared no efforts to
take Christ to the people. They bothered least about their lives.
The Congregation as well as the Province of the Visakhapatnam is
replete with a history of zealous missionaries who carried out the
mission of the Christ with utmost commitment and love for God and
His Church. The missionaries, who followed thereafter, whether it
is to Visakhapatnam or to Nagpur or to Northeast or to Africa, were
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filled with such missionary spirit that they gave their heart and soul
for the missions. They saw everything in the context of the mission.
The means and resources that they had were all placed totally at the
disposal of the missions.
I Want Missions: We are sent on a mission. You may remember
that when some members of the first group left, our beloved Founder,
Servant of God, Fr Peter Mermier stood firm and reiterated his
greatest conviction: "I want missions". We can notice clearly the
courage and missionary zeal of our Founder, who sent 6 out of the
total of 11 members to India- a territory totally unknown to them.
"No study team was sent. No preparatory talks given to the first
missionaries! It speaks volumes on the Founder and his priority for
missions."
Let us therefore understand one thing clearly that just being in the
missions or just fulfilling some obligations or administering the
sacraments do not make us missionaries. Let our hearts burn with
the love of Jesus, the first missionary, who travelled through the
villages and towns, hills and plains, preaching the Kingdom of God.
Let us take seriously his commission to each one of us to preach the
Good News. May our Blessed Mother Mary assist us in our
endeavours to live our vocation as missionaries and our heavenly
Patron, St. Francis de Sales and our beloved Founder, Fr. Peter
Mermier intercede for us to be genuine and committed MSFS!
LIVE JESUS !

Fr. B. Suresh Babu MSFS
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ACTION PLAN OF THE VISAKHAPATNAM PROVINCE
FOR THE MSFS YEAR OF MISSIONS
(23-05-2021 TO 24-04-2022)
RELIGIOUS & COMMUNITY LIFE
In General
1. Make a list of Veteran Missionaries and pray for them.
2. Make the list of Mission centers and pray for each Mission centre
for few days. Follow the rotation system.
3. Keeping in view the year of Missions our Recollections and
Annual Retreats could be on mission oriented topics.

MISSION
Covid Times
1. Display Flexes of the Year of Missions, Year of St. Joseph & Year
of Families.
a) Flex for Year of Missions should contain – Logo, theme,
MSFS Symbol
b) Flex for the Year of St. Joseph – One that is adapted by the
Universal Church / Particular Diocese
c) Flex for the Year of Families – One that is adapted by the
Universal Church /Particular Diocese
2. Hoist the Flag containing the Logo of the Year of Missions (Optional)
3. Have a Eucharistic Celebration with Catechists. Mass could be
live telecasted in You Tube Channel or any other means of live
telecast (if possible only).
4. Distribution of Prayer Cards & Recitation of the Prayers to St.
Joseph, Missions & Families (Suggestion: Prayer to St. Joseph
can be recited after the Communion prayer, Prayer for Missions
after Mass, Prayer for Families in the evening after Rosary. Parish
Priest may change timings as per the convenience of people)
5. For Special Spiritual programmes regarding Year of St. Joseph,
kindly follow the directives of the respective diocese and
implement them without fail.

Non-Covid Times
1. A Common Convention at the Apostolic Community level
concerning – The Year of Missions, Year of St. Joseph & Year of
Family. Celebrate it in the presence of Provincial, PCIC of
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Missions, and if possible a delegate of Superior General, so that
the Parishioners may be encouraged, enriched and strengthened.
Make known the MSFS history and pastoral activities through
various Flexes, Boards and Maps.
2. Ross Hill Shrine could conduct Short Retreats, Conventions and
Seminars for various groups of people.
3. Urban Parishes could start a Parish Bulletin (any duration-weekly/
fortnight, monthly, once in 2 / 3 months, quarterly, half-yearly
or annual) and encourage lay faithful to write articles, write-ups,
poems, etc. concerning triple themes of the Year. It could consist
also news of their Parish, Diocese, Universal Church, Church
documents, messages of Parish Priest, Bishops, etc.
4. Establish in every Parish Fransalian Associates. Enlighten every
Parishioner about the founder and make them recite the prayer
daily for the beatification of the Founder. To sustain these groups,
the Parish Priest could invite the Province team.
5. Every year, Parish renewal programme (at least in one Village)
should be conducted by Parish Mission Preaching (PMP) team.
One Village renewal could take place every year outside Lenten
season. It could be preparation for the Village Feast. If possible,
train and find out credible lay preachers and singers and
recommend their names to co-ordinate with PMP team. Province
could think of involving more preachers, musicians and singers
providing them with conveyance.
6. Strengthen our catechists financially, spiritually and in catholic
teaching.
7. Conduct theme based convention on the Year of Missions, Year of
St. Joseph and Year of Families. Prayer meetings are to be conducted
not only in lenten season but regularly all through the year.
8. Go after the lost sheep and bring them back to the Church. Rectify
the irregular marriages in the Parishes.
9. Youth Day in the Parish could be thought of. Cultural Fest or
Sports for the youth could be conducted. We can make our youth
to put up a cultural program depicting the struggles of our first
missionaries through skits, one-act play, dances, etc.
10. Bible Quiz / MSFS Mission Quiz could be continued.
11. In urban Parishes/at Apostolic Community level, conduct
competition of making short films for youth based on the
following themes - Methods of Evangelization in their Region,
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Parish History, Drug Addiction, Family Issues, Youth Issues, and
Lives of the Saints etc.
12. Family Day, Children’s Day in the Parishes could be thought of.
13. Founder’s Day & Patron’s Day could be celebrated solemnly in
the Parish. Wherever it is possible, it is good to have printed
small booklets for these occasions containing Holy Mass Prayers,
Hymns, Intercessory prayers, etc. These booklets will be useful
for every year.
14. Every Parish should have, in its archives, its history in written
form, photos, videos, etc. Parishioners are to be made aware of
their Parish history.
15. Rich Parishes could help the poor Parishes in some way or the
other.
16. Find out and implement ways and methods of achieving selfsufficiency to our Parishes. The policy / scheme of depositing
6 lakhs in the name of the missions has to be extended to new
missions also for financial viability. All our mission stations
should have basic facilities like furniture, vehicles, etc.
17. A small event may be thought of at Tallarevu as that was the
area of landing of our First Missionaries.
18. Our Parishes could think of celebrating Feast of St. Francis de
Sales and Founder’s Day in a different and spiritually enriching
way. Bringing all Parishioners together at least 3 times a year
could be thought of.
19. Parish Priests and those in the missions need to make themselves
more available for the interaction with our lay faithful after the
Mass, for confessions, visiting the sick regularly and carrying
communion to them; could think of creative arrangements of
Feasts, Catechism classes with exams and prizes, regularizing
Village Masses, offering Sacraments regularly and effectively
not only in our Parishes but also in neighbouring Parishes
whenever requested by those Parish Priests as it helps to build
fraternal bond with other clergy and make MSFS presence felt
in their areas also. Our preaching could be prepared, updated
and should have a Fransalian touch quoting from the lives of
our Patron, Founder and early missionaries.
20. A common Catechism syllabus, or at least for the preparation
of first holy communion & Confirmation could be made for all
our Parishes (Telugu & English).
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21. Organize and run Bible study groups for lay faithful and make
them fit for teaching Bible and also Catechism classes.
22. Send a confrere for specialization in Missiology as ours is a
Missionary Congregation.

FORMATION
Covid Times
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

Formees must study about the methods of evangelization which
our pioneers used.
Different groups can be formed to write the history of all our
deceased missionaries.
SFS House, Janampet has already prepared a media room which
needs to be properly equipped to support media works
concerning our Founder. They can take up the research work on
Fr. Mermier, early missionaries and their missionary work.
Constitute a small group of Scholastics to make known more
about our pioneering missionarie’s work.
There could be journal containing the articles of the Scholastics
from Janampet (annually).
More insistence on the scripture in the formation.
Discussing the upcoming Sunday readings in advance to have
a continued thought for the week.

Non-Covid Times
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

Send the formees to visit the Parishes and jot down the history
of the Parish and present it in the respective Parish community.
They can involve neighbouring formation houses to make the
Year of Missions more meaningful by conducting Quiz or some
other useful activities.
Organize “Guest Lectures” by veteran or frontier missionaries
to the young seminarians (candidates) during their formation
period.
Orientation can be given to theologians about FA, Cause of the
Founder and PMP. Involve them in these areas wherever there
is a possibility. Set up a preaching team in Seminary.
Vocation Promoters are to promote good Vocations. Seminary
staff should do proper and better screening of the Seminarians
especially regarding their motivation to be future missionaries
and Religious Priests.
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6.

7.

8.

9.
10.
11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

Presenting short videos/ photographs/ documentary about the
missionary activities, culture and customs of our Villages to
the Scholastics could be done.
One month of mission exposure to the Minor Seminarians
during summer vacations to the poor Villages with at least 25%
of Catholic population.
Give to scholastics a chance to enact drama/skit/dance
connected with social problem conveying a Christian message
to the people.
Organize Village camps and involve as many as Seminarians
possible.
Conduct health check up camps free of cost in the mission centers.
Every formation house should have a ‘Mission Corner’ with all
mission oriented materials. And also the photos of the great
veteran missionaries could be displayed.
Organize a Mission week in every formation house inviting
veteran missionaries to share their experiences.
The biography of Fr. Peter Mermier could be read in every
formation house during lunch/supper especially in the Minor
Seminary and Novitiate.
We have a great legacy of employing missionary, pastoral
methods like dialogue to preach Good News. Seminarians are
to learn such methods employed by veteran missionaries like
Fr. Mathew Nadakal, Fr. George Nellikunnel, etc.
Organize Mission Journeys / Tours for scholastics to different
mission stations in different states in India. (Ex. Andhra scholastics
can be taken to North East or Karnataka or Kerala etc).

EDUCATION
Non-Covid Times
1. Take the students for a visit to orphanages, old age homes etc.
2. Families of teachers coming together for a day programme.
3. Every school can form Fransalian Associates (FA) for Catholic
Teachers & Friends of Fransalians (FoF) for students.
4. Every School can adopt at least a family and help for education
and financially for basic needs.
5. Conducting Quiz to encourage learning about SFS and our
Founder.
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6.

Schools attached to the Missions should have a ‘Mission Corner’
where some library books and magazines are placed for the
people to read. The school can take up the financial aspect and
bear all the expenses.

INNOVATIVE FORUM
Covid Times
1. Reach out to the youth through digital media.
2. Write a brief history of all our deceased missionaries in the Province.
3. Writing of the history of the Province could be continued. A
committee consisting of five members can be constituted towards
this purpose.
4. Make use of the modern communication media like Internet, face
book, whatsapp, websites etc, to publicize and popularize the
MSFS Congregation.

Non-Covid Times
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

6.

Make Visits to Slum areas and Prisons to help them.
Make a short documentary / film on our Founder, which may
effectively and easily communicate to the people about our
Founder.
Sustain the tailoring centers started by Fransalian Sevakendra
by providing salaries to the tutors until the center becomes selfsufficient.
Make use of modern media in evangelization like displaying
Videos, Photographs, Documentaries, SMS etc.
Some confreres could be sent for specialization on family
counselling so that there could be a centre in one of the cities to
solve the family problems.
Activate the ‘Fransalian Associate’ by organizing and distributing
the spiritual classic, INTRODUCTION TO THE DEVOUT
LIFE in Telugu and English.

GENERAL
1.

2.
3.

Invite an outsider, may be our Parishioner, old Student, etc and
listen to them or get their feedback on our work and ask some
suggestions if required.
Visit to the old missions like Surada.
Two-day Seminar for all confreres could be conducted (even
online).
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PRAYER FOR
THE YEAR OF MISSIONS 2021 - 2022
Merciful God, out of compassion for us, you sent your only Son
Jesus to this world as the first missionary and leader in every mission.
We thank you for the Good News of salvation lived and preached
by Jesus. We thank you for the missionary call rooted in our baptism.
We thank you for entrusting with us the missionary heritage as the
members of the Fransalian family. Thank you for the inspirations
we receive from Mother Mary, St. Francis de Sales and Fr. Peter
Mermier.
As we celebrate this year of missions, we offer ourselves and all
you have entrusted to us into your kind hands. Help us to be
compassionate to ourselves, to others and to nature. Instill in our
hearts genuine interest to look for the lost sheep. Heal and restore
our world from the pandemic of sins and sicknesses. Enable us to
be joyful, courageous and zealous missionaries despite the present
adverse situation.
God of life, we humbly ask you to fill us with your divine life and
help us be agents of life in abundance for the whole world. Amen

News from Indonesia
INAUGURATION OF THE YEAR OF MISSIONS TOWARDS OUR LIFE IN ABUNDANCE
ST. FRANCIS DE SALES PARISH,
PADA, LEMBATA ISLAND
The Year of Missions is rejoicingly celebrated in St. Francis de Sales
Parish, Pada, Lembata Island by the faithful of the Parish and the
three missionaries Fr Antony Baskar Jayaseelan MSFS, Fr Swarna
Anil Kumar MSFS and Fr Boilla Ravi MSFS, in the diocese of
Larantuka. St Francis de Sales Parish had inauguration of Year of
Missions in the Parish and all the six outstations on 31st of May 2021
marking the 2nd Anniversary of MSFS Missionaries landing in
Indonesia.
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Procession with Logo of Year of Missions in 6 Outstation Villages
and Parish
It was greatly welcomed by the Parishioners and all the faithful. In
the SFS Parish and in all the outstations the celebration started with
the unveiling of the logo of Year of the Missions at the entrance of
the Village. The Logo of the Year of Missions was explained in detail
in local language Bahasa Indonesia. We had the procession in all
the Villages with logo and the quote of Fr. Peter Marie Mermier "I
WANT MISSIONS" and we ended the procession at the entrance of
the Church.
Holy Eucharistic Celebration on the eve of Inauguration of Year of
Missions, 2nd Anniversary of MSFS in Indonesia, Feast of Visitation
We had a high solemn mass commemorating the Inauguration of
the year of missions, 2nd anniversary of MSFS Missionaries in
Indonesia, the closing of the month of Mother Mary and Feast of
Visitation. The Logo of Year of Missions was enthroned in the
procession followed by Holy Eucharistic celebration and people
carried Logo of the year of mission to their homes. During the
inauguration of the Logo we asked faithful to renew their baptismal
promise, Family Renewal and renewal of oneself to bear abundant
fruit. Mission of our Founder Fr. Peter Mermier who said “I WANT
MISSIONS” is where people of SFS Parish improvised and said WE
WANT MISSIONS, at the time of Inauguration. On the inauguration
of Year of Missions quoting the life of Fr Mermier we have begun
to meet the spiritual needs of the people in various ways like
Adoration, Praying Rosary, Marian Devotion, Intercessory prayers
with the family, Family Apostolate, Healing ministry, Visiting the
Sick, trauma healing and counselling especially for people those
affected by volcano eruption and cyclone, So that the rays of mercy
come down upon every person and renew the spirit and receive the
glory of God in Lembata Island. We hope and pray that the mission
of Jesus and the congregation of MSFS will promote good values in
the vineyard of the Lord in the years to come.

Fr. A. Baskar Jayaseelan MSFS

15

SPIRITUAL INSIGHTS OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES
DEVOTION IS THE PERFECTION OF CHARITY
According to the Holy Scriptures and by the very
testimony of the Saints, "the devout life is
pleasant, happy and lovable". The world, which
defames holy devotion as much as possible, sees
the devout persons as "dissatisfied, sad and
sulky". And furthermore, it believes "that
devotion makes people depressed and
unbearable" since they undertake difficult and
austere practices such as fasting, praying long hours, bearing insults,
serving the sick, giving alms to the poor and denying themselves
sensual pleasures. But the truth is that true devotion makes them quite
pleasant and easy. For the devout persons even the bitter experiences
transform into sweetness and mortifications delightful. They fear
neither sufferings nor death. That's why, the martyrs considered fires,
torments and swords as flowers and perfumes.
In fact, devotion wipes away "unpleasantness from mortifications"
and "hurtful from consolations". It removes "discontent from the
poor and anxiety from the rich, despair from the oppressed and
arrogance from the powerful, sadness from the lonely and dissipation
from one who is with others". Devotion views from honour and
contempt, pleasure and pain with same outlook.
The devout persons, who strive to grow from "virtue to virtue", do
everything with the sole intention of pleasing God. They make sincere
efforts to grow in their love of neighbour and union with God. They
make use of the world and the things in it "with complete sincerity
and detachment". They are devoid of avarice and take with moderation
what is needed for their state of life. In fact, devotion, which is the
perfection of charity, is "the delight of delights and the queen of
virtues". "If charity is milk, devotion is its cream; If it is a plant, devotion
is its flower; If it is a jewel, devotion is its lustre; if it is a precious
balm, devotion is its perfume", which is not only delightful but also
gives comfort to people and joy to the angels in heaven. (IDL I, Ch. 2)

Fr. B. Suresh Babu MSFS

Yours fraternally in Christ
Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS
Provincial Superior
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