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PROVINCIAL SPEAKS...
Dear Confreres,
Cordial Greetings and prayerful wishes from Stella Maris, MSFS
Provincialate, Vizag.
First and foremost, I wish you a very Happy Foundation Day
(October 24).
I am extremely glad to bring to your kind notice that the Provincial
Chapter of the Visakhapatnam Province which was held from 27th
to 30th September 2021, with the theme, Transformed Fransalian
Communities to Rejuvenate the Mission of Christ in the Foundational
Charism of MSFS, was a great success as far as the objectives of this
most significant event are concerned. I could strongly feel the hand
of God at work all throughout the event. For, at the very start of the
Provincial Chapter, the weather forecast was not that promising.
The city received heavy downpours, airport was inundated, trains
were diverted and flights were delayed. And yet, all the Chapter
members managed to reach the venue, MSFS Dhyanashram,
Visakhapatnam, in time and the Chapter took off as planned. What
was quite heartening to note is that five Provincials from Indian
Provinces were present for the Provincial Chapter 2021 at
Visakhapatnam. The presence of the Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu
Prakash, the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam, Rev. Fr. Jacob
Karamakuzhiyil MSFS, the Superior General's Delegate and the
General Councillor, Rev. Fr. Ignaci Muthu, Provincial of South East
India and the PIF Chairman, Rev. Fr. Benny Koottanal MSFS,
Provincial of South West India, Rev. Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy
MSFS, Provincial of Nagpur, Rev. Fr. Sabukuttan Francis, Provincial
of Guwahati and Rev. Fr. Jayaseelan Selvaraj MSFS, Provincial of
Pune Province was quite encouraging and strengthening. My
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profound thanks to them for their love and support extended to the
Province of Visakhapatnam. My special thanks to Rev. Fr. Benny
Koottanal for the excellent recollection he preached.
I am profusely grateful to Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, the
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam, who officiated the Inaugural Mass
on 28th October and gave us the right orientation to the Provincial
Chapter 2021. He insisted on the responsibility of the religious
congregations to be faithful to the foundational charism of their
respective congregations as well as to the original teachings of the
Patron and the Founder, in the case of the MSFS, St. Francis de Sales
and Fr. Peter Mermier respectively.
I would like to place on record my heartfelt gratitude to all the
dignitaries both present and not present for their wonderful
messages and appreciation. My special and wholehearted thanks to
Very Rev. Fr. Abraham Vettuvelil MSFS, Superior General, for his
timely guidance, constant support and accompaniment from the
moment of my taking charge as the Provincial of Visakhapatnam
and to this day. He has a major share in the success of the Provincial
Chapter of the Visakhapatnam Province. He personally guided me
and offered me the necessary suggestions with regard to the e-voting,
election of the delegates, and clarified the doubts concerning the
policies and obligations. I am also grateful to him for his wonderful
message, which was apt to the occasion and thought-provoking as
always.
My special thanks to Very Rev. Fr. Yves Carron, Assistant Superior
General, for his beautiful message and for his timely assistance
whenever we require his services. I am grateful to all the General
Curia members for their messages, prayers and assistance. In this
context, I would like to specially thank Rev. Fr. J. Stephen, General
Councillor and General Secretary for SAIM for his kind cooperation
and assistance in electing the delegates to the Provincial Chapter
through e-voting, which made the whole process simple, which
otherwise is quite painstaking.
Rev. Fr. Jacob Karamakuzhiyil, the General Councilor and General
Secretary for Education as his delegate, who not only shared his
observations with us but also actively participated in all the sessions
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with due and timely interventions, especially when we turned to
him for clarifications. He celebrated the Holy Eucharist and shared
his valuable reflections on the need for unity and fraternity in the
Fransalian Communities. On 1 st October, in his presence, the
members of the Previous and outgoing Provincial Curia members
handed over the charge of their respective forums to the new Curia
members. Thereafter, he also gave the orientation on the new
governance to the new team of the Provincial Curia. I am profusely
grateful to Fr. Jacob for all his service, availability and support.
My profound thanks to Rev. Fr. George Panthanmackel MSFS, Rector
of Morning Star Seminary, Kolkata, for delivering the Key-Note
address virtually, on the occasion of the Provincial Chapter 2021.
He could not come to Vizag due to some unavoidable circumstances
but he had put his best efforts to analyze the theme of the Chapter.
He emphasized on the need to emulate the life and example of the
missionary dynamism of our Patron and Founder, while appreciating
the missionary heritage of the Visakhapatnam mission and as
Province thereafter, which gave birth to other Provinces in India
and Africa.
I also would like to place on record my appreciation and thanks to
the previous Provincial Curia members, Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappa
Reddy, Rev. Fr. Sesetti Mariadas, Rev. Fr. Dola Velangani Rao, Rev.
Fr. G. Sandeep Reddy and Rev. Fr. Manoj Pathupallil for their kind
cooperation to plan and execute the activities of the Provincial
Chapter.
Many thanks to the MCs, Fr. K.V.S. Prasad and Fr. P. Inna Reddy for
effectively coordinating the whole schedule of the Chapter and for
seeing to the execution of the same.
Please accept my apologies for not mentioning all the names. My
special thanks to members of the Core Committee, Steering
Committee, Sub-Committees, Moderators, the Chapter members and
the Statement and Action Plan Committees, Scrutators for their
availability and wholehearted cooperation for the good conduct of
the Provincial Chapter 2021.
I am also grateful to the Special Invitees, Delegate Superiors and
Mission Superiors of the Foreign Missions for their reports of the
various missions and apostolate. I am sure the information shared,
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physically or virtually, was quite useful to understand the life and
activities of the confreres working abroad in various continents.
My thanks and appreciation to the Secretaries, Fr. N. Gova Showraiah,
Fr. G. Kishore Reddy, Fr. K. Vijaya Shekar and Fr. Albert Alangadan.
Many thanks to Fr. Y. Jacob Reddy, Director of the MSFS Dhyanashram,
for all the arrangements made at the venue and his collaborators,
Fr. Jaddu Joseph Reddy and Fr. M. Anand Prakash for the technical
assistance and sound system. I am also grateful to SFS Press
Management and staff for their availability and printing services.
I am grateful to all the Apostolic Communities, the conveners and
the secretaries across the globe for your kind cooperation in
preparation for the Provincial Chapter. Last but not the least; I thank
each and every confrere of the Visakhapatnam Province for your
direct or indirect involvement, for your cheerful availability, prayers
and cooperation which greatly contributed to the success of the
Provincial Chapter.
May God almighty continue to bless our Province in the years to
come! May our Blessed Mother assist us with her powerful
intercession in our efforts to spread the mission of Jesus Christ! May
our heavenly Patron, St. Francis de Sales and our beloved Founder,
Servant of God, Fr. Peter Mermier inspire us and intercede for us to
live as transformed Fransalians in love, peace and unity!
Live Jesus!
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ACTS OF THE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
Dear confreres I am glad to inform you that very Rev. Fr. Abraham
Vettuvelil MSFS, our Superior General has formally granted his
approval for the Acts of the Provincial Chapter (Election of the
Provincial Curia, Statement and Action Plan, Amended Provincial
Statutes) through his letter dated on 16th October 2021.

STATEMENT AND ACTION PLAN (Members of Statement and
Action Plan Committee: Fr. Sesetti Mariadas, Fr. Mekala Sebastian,
Fr. Jose Cheriyath and Fr. Dola Velangani. Assisted by Fr. Mampally
Joy and Fr. Thumma Mariadas Reddy)

STATEMENT
We, the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales of Visakhapatnam
Province, were gathered together from 27 - 30 September 2021 in
MSFS Dhyanashram, Visakhapatnam, for our XI Ordinary Provincial
Chapter, in the name of God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, set on
the mission of Christ as his disciples, under the patronage of Saint
Francis de Sales and Mother of Sorrows, in fidelity to the Charism
laid down by our Founder, Servant of God Fr. Peter Marie Mermier:
1. We thank God gratefully for our MSFS vocation. We reiterate
our loyalty to our foundational Charism. We resolve to rejuvenate
our commitment to the mission of Christ. We remind ourselves
of the need to be transformed, both individually and collectively.
We are firmly convinced that this transformation and
rejuvenation would be possible only through spiritual and
fraternal communion.
2. We rededicate ourselves to the simplicity of living, relating and
ministering, characteristic of our hallowed Visakhapatnam
Province. We shall gladly soak ourselves into our rich Salesian
heritage. We resolve to set ablaze our missionary vigour, with
clearest priority to spirituality and mission.
3. We resolve to be profoundly imbued with the true religious spirit
rising above pressures of division and discrimination. We humbly
bear in mind our prime duty to be edifying witnesses in a context
of degenerating values. We shall ever strive to live as authentic
disciples and to work as effective apostles.
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ACTION PLAN
Religious Life
1. Fidelity to prayer is our breath and priority. Every confrere shall
never fail in his daily prayers and Holy Mass.
2. Love for community is our stream of life. Every confrere makes
sure that he is present for common prayers, meals and recreation,
unless for a valid reason.
3. Fraternity is our strength. Every confrere shall avoid all unfraternal criticism and encourage each other through giving
needed information, seeking permission, discussing and
evaluating the life and ministries of community.
4. Unity is our witness. Every confrere makes conscious efforts to
rise above divisive and discriminative affinities.
5. Organize seminars on Renewal in Religious life and Salesian
Spirituality for all and a Course on Local Community Animation
for the Local Superiors.
6. Communities are obliged to observe every First Friday of the
month as the day of vocations with special prayer and fasting.

Mission
1. There must be a clear priority to mission without negligence to
the other Apostolates.
2. Every confrere must work some years in missions.
3. Provincial along with his administration is authorized to ask any
confrere to go to missions overseas at least for one term; it is not
purely left to individual’s liking.
4. A balance must be maintained between consolidation and
expansion of missions.
5. No confrere shall be left alone for a long period, away from the
Community and the Province.
6. A common mission program like annual retreats, Lenten
animation, Bible and Catechism classes, groups’ camps, must be
followed in all our missions.
7. Parish Missions Preaching (PMP) must be activated, making it
highly recommendable in all our missions.
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8. Draw up a Mission Policy on Consolidation and Expansion,
Preparation and Selection of personnel for Inland and foreign
missions.
9. Prepare a Mission Manual and hand book for the ready reference
of the confreres in Pastoral ministry.
10. Send Confreres for specializations in Missiology and Catechetics.

Education
1. Due reflection, study and discernment must go in before starting
any new schools, like feasibility, mission prospects, finance
support, value education, etc.
2. Promote conducive ambience in the school Campus, through
quality Staff and management to deliver the educational services.
3. Ensure a holistic education integrating discipline, character and
knowledge.
4. Equip our teachers with E-learning strategies for an effective use
of Internet and technology in the Classroom.
5. Rotation of principals, among the apostolates and among the
urban and rural, shall be mandatory.
6. Implement NEP 2020 in all our Schools.

Formation
1. Formation is an ongoing discovery of our vocation. So vocation
promotion should be intensified. Concentrate on vocations from
Odisha.
2. For the appointment of formators a team of 10 to 15 should be
prepared and ready.
3. A formator’s tenure shall not be more than 6 years at a stretch.
4. Adherence to graded integral formation should be continued.
5. By the end of their formal formation, formees must be assessed
for their language proficiency, spiritual vibrancy, communitarian
spirit, preaching ability and missionary fervour.
6. By the end of their formal formation, every formee must be familiar
with at least Introduction to Devout life, Love of God and
Founder’s life, and should have presented an assignment on each.
7. Ensure that all confreres are put to update and renewal programs
at regular intervals.
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8. Dedicate 24th Jan every year as the Formation day to invite
people’s participation in the formation to priesthood.

SAIM
1. More Pro-poor and People-building programs are to be planned
and executed.
2. Awareness seminars on hygiene, social action, justice and
leadership should be conducted on a regular basis.
3. At least 3 confreres should be identified to be sent for studies in
youth animation, family counseling and social action.
4. All NGOs and social ministries centers shall be under the
coordination of the PCIC- SAIM.
5. Revitalize family counseling and youth apostolate.
6. Organize Province YouTube Channel to upload the various social
and spiritual activities to give virtual visibility to the Province.
7. Dedicate a day in a month to celebrate a Mass for the Cause of
the Founder.
8. Encourage the pious associations in our parishes to know more
about the life and the sanctity of Fr. Mermier, the Servant of God.
9. Promote Justice Peace Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Commission
operations in the Province.

Stewardship
1. Insist on transparency and accountability through periodic checks
by presenting the details to the community.
2. It is highly recommendable that there is a fair distribution of
responsibilities among the confreres in the community.
3. Intensify the efforts to find local sponsors for the maintenance
of local missions.
4. Conduct seminars on financial matters periodically.
5. There should be budget system for all centers.
6. Prepare a Procurators’ Manual and Hand Book with rules,
regulations and directives.
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Newly Elected Provincial Curia

Hearty Congratulations and Best Wishes

Fr. Jaddu Joseph

Fr. Pathuppallil Manoj

Fr Mallela Joji

(Admonitor and PCIC for SAIM)

(PCIC for Formation)

(PCIC for Education)

Fr. Kurella Vijaya Shekar

Fr. Gade Bhaskar Reddy

(PCIC for Mission)

(Provincial Bursar)

Former Provincial Curia

Thank you very much for your dedicated services

Fr. Sesetti Mariadas

Fr. Pathuppallil Manoj

Fr. G. Sandeep Reddy

Fr. Dola Velangani Rao

Fr. B. Anil Kumar
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Communications from the Superior General
Dear confreres in preparation for the extraordinary General Chapter
2022, as per the directives of our Superior General, there are four
papers to study and reflect upon. I request all the Superiors, Rectors
and Novice Master to make these papers available to all the
Confreres, Scholastics, and Novices to study, reflect and discuss in
the light of the questions given. Kindly make arrangements to read
and reflect on them in the Local Communities (along with attached
members) or Apostolic Communities. For Month of October: Paper
1, November: Paper 2, December: Paper 3, and January: Paper
4. Kindly start with paper 1 for this month. After your discussion I
request you to send the reports to the Provincial.
Second information with regard to 24th October 2021, the Foundation
day of the Congregation; Our Superior general has asked every Local
Community and Formation House to plant 12 plants (trees)
representing 12 Provinces (including Vice Province) in the
Congregation. In his own words, “Each Community in the Province
can be connected to every other Province in the Congregation
through this symbolic gesture of planting and caring for the trees.
Kindly promote this gesture in your Province, Mission, Community,
and Formation House. Let us be connected to all the Provinces and
thereby to the entire congregation”. (If planting a tree is not viable in
the context of a particular community, please encourage planting of pot
plants).

PEARLS OF OUR PATRON
a new book edited by
Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu msfs

It contains 20 Articles
by 20 writers on the
most popular sayings of
St. Francis de Sales.
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News from the Province
Appointments and Transfers
Fr. Mandagiri Jojaiah - Parish Priest, SFS Church, Chinna Waltair
Fr. B. Anil Kumar
- Parish Priest, Nithya Sahaya Matha Church,
Ibrahimpatnam

Feast of Our Lady of Good Health in SFS Parish, Chinna Waltair

On 12th September 2021, we the SFS Church, Chinna Waltair Parish
community celebrated the Feast of Our Lady of Good Health. We
had grand celebration. Since it was Sunday we had two masses; one
in Telugu and the other in English. Good number of faithful and
religious participated in both masses. At 4 pm we had Telugu Mass
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Saragadam Bala Showry, Parish Priest of
Buchirajupalem and after that we had small procession of Our Lady
of Good Health. At 6 pm Mass began in English celebrated by Very.
Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu MSFS, our beloved Provincial, along with
our confreres from the city and other diocesan Priests. After the Mass
we felicitated our Provincial and thereafter had a fellowship meal.
Fr. Gade Bhaskar MSFS

Inauguration of St. Aloysius Non-Formal Industrial School
(Workshop)
The renovation works were done in St. Aloysius Non-Formal
Industrial School in memory of 175 years of the arrival of our first
Missionaries to India. It was solemnly reopened on 15th September,
2021 at 11:00 am. The solemn Eucharistic Celebration was presided
over by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, the Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam, in the presence of Very Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu
MSFS, the Provincial Superior of Visakhapatnam Province. His
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Grace Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash gave an inspiring homily
in which he highlighted the missionary zeal of the first Missionaries
to India. This is truly the most significant day for the Visakhapatnam
Province to see the new infrastructure with latest technology. After
the Mass all the new machines were blessed by very Rev. Fr. B. Suresh
Babu, MSFS. We have updated the Workshop with 3D Wheel Aligner,
Nitrogen Air, Wheel Balancing Vehicle, Tyre Changer, Car
Diagnostic Scanner, Three Hydraulic Lifts Car Wash, Tinkering,
Painting, AC Gas Charging, General service, Battery Charger and
Vacuum Cleaner. The celebration was concluded with the fellowship
meal. Good number of MSFS Priests, Religious and Diocesan Priests
from different parts of the city were present.
Fr. E. C. Vijay Peter MSFS

Arogya Matha Feast Day Celebration at Ballepalli Parish,
Khammam

Ballepalli Parish is dedicated to Arogya Matha. It’s annual feast was
celebrated with due preparations on 11-09-2021. As per the local
tradition, the Church Feast was inaugurated by flag hoisting on 08-092021. A three-day prayer meeting together with confessions was carried
on. Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu MSFS, Provincial of Visakhapatnam, was
the main celebrant on the Feast Day. The faithful from all the mission
stations joined for the Parish Feast on 11-09-2021. The main celebrant,
Very Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu MSFS, inaugurated the newly built
arch sponsored by Gorantla Teresamma and family. The Church
Feast was a grand success and many Religious and Diocesan Clergy
concelebrated. With the help of council members and Parish
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community, a common meal was arranged in the school campus for
all the faithful. Parish Priest, Fr. Ch. Josi together with Fr. B. Prasad
the superior and Fr. Albert the administrator and Parish community
at Ballepalli is grateful to God and everyone who have contributed
in various ways for the success of the Feast. A word of appreciation
to all the confreres, who have worked in Ballepalli Mission.
Fr. Ch. Josi MSFS

Celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of Compassion, Pamidi
Pamidi Mission is
dedicated to Our
Lady of Compassion,
the patroness of the
MSFS. For the first
time the Feast was
celebrated on the 19th
of September 2021.
The celebration began
with a procession
from the new gate
carrying the statue of our Blessed Mother. The concelebrated
Eucharistic celebration was officiated by Rev. Fr. N. Kishore Babu,
the in-charge of Pamidi-Kallur Mission. Rev. Fr. Polamarasetty Vijaya
Kumar preached the homily explaining the seven dolours of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. All the Catholics from Pamidi and Kallur
numbering 82 participated in the celebration. Several Priests and
Religious Sisters joined the celebration. The faithful requested us to
make the Mission into a Parish.
–––––––––––––––––

Laying the Foundation Stone and Blessing of the Mermier
Nilayam, Pamidi

On 23rd September 2021 Very
Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu,
MSFS, the Provincial of
Visakhapatnam Province
blessed the building site and
laid the foundation stone for
the new Presbytery to be
named Mermier Nilayam. After 17 years of starting the Pamidi
16

mission, the Provincial Superior of Visakhapatnam Province
sanctioned a house for the confreres in Pamidi.
Fr. N. Kishore Babu, MSFS

The Feast of Our Lady of Rosary at Ross Hill
In the Catholic
Church tradition, the
entire month of
October is dedicated
to the Holy Rosary.
This month long
observance is largely
due to the liturgical
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary celebrated on 7th of October. The
devotees of Mother Mary at Rose Hill shrine celebrated the Feast
remarkably under the guidance of Rev. Fr. Kondala Joseph MSFS,
the Director. On this special day we Ross Hill community, organized
a Marian convention, though not in grand scale but moderately due
to haunting Covid-19 atmosphere. We did not encourage a big
gathering, in spite of this there were a good number of devotees of
all religions. The day began with Eucharistic celebration at 6 o’clock
in English by Rev. Fr. Thomas Pullat MSFS, at 9:15 am began the
Marian convention with Holy Rosary, at 10:30 am Holy adoration
and talk led by Rev. Fr. Yugal Kumar, the Parish Priest of Koduru in
which he emphasized the role of Mother Mary in the history of
salvation, followed by solemn Eucharistic celebration presided over
by Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu MSFS the
Provincial of Vishakhapatnam Province
and assisted by many other Fathers. Fr.
Rajesh MSFS, the Provincial secretary,
preached the homily. Soon after the
Eucharistic celebration there was a
procession with Mother Mary statue
from Grotto to the Church. As a gift from
the Ross Hill Shrine and the tradition,
every participant was given a Rosary.
After a small break again there were
masses at 3 o’clock by Rev. Fr. Kondala
Joseph, MSFS and 5 o’clock by Fr. Dileep
Kumar, MSFS. The celebrations went on
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up to 8 o’clock. As a whole it was a remarkable and meaningful
celebration. We specially thank all those who collaborated with us
to make this day Meaningful.
Rev. Fr. Dileep Kumar MSFS

Book Release
Pearls of our Patron is a great
Salesian resource book is edited by
Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu, MSFS, our
Provincial. The book is released on
the eve of our Founder’s day by His
Grace Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu
Prakash, Archbishop of Visakhapatnam. On the same day he also
released the Year Planner 2022-2024 of Visakhapatnam Province.

Song Release
I congratulate Rev. Fr. Nusi Konda Reddy, MSFS who
took interest to compose a melodious adoration song,
which was released officially on 30th September 2021,
Founder’s day during the Provincial Chapter. I wish
him all the very best for many more such initiatives.

Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee and Silver Jubilee Celebrations in
Germany

On the 4th October 2021, we the members working in GAH came
together to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Rev. Fr. Mani Pathalani
and Silver Jubilee of Rev. Fr. Baby George and Rev. Fr. Edward at
Wülfershausen, Germany. It was a great joy for all of us to come
together as one Fransalian family to celebrate this memorable day
with the Jubilarians. Fr. Jose Cheriyantharayil was also present for
the Mass and gave a touching Introduction.
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Fr. Dhaman has highlighted in the homily the importance of the
day and thanked God for the Jubilarians and shared his acquaintance
with them. After the Holy Mass, we had a delicious meal (India
Food) arranged by Fr. Sylvester. And in the evening we had cake
cutting with coffee and then slowly left to our own destinations. We
thanked God for such a wonderful day.
Fr. Karnam Dhaman Kumar MSFS

Online Meeting with the Confreres outside India
Due to Covid -19 pandemic situation across the globe, our movements
are very much restricted. In the given situation, I thought of talking
to our confreres outside India as early as possible, instead of waiting
to meet them in person. Thanks to the cooperation and the
availability of our confreres working abroad, I could meet virtually
through zoom video meeting app. In the month of August and
September 2021, I had online video meeting with the confreres
working or studying in the following countries: USA, Germany,
Austria, Australia, Canada and Indonesia. I am yet to talk to confreres
in France, Tobago-Trinidad (West Indies), and Papua New Guinea.
I hope to meet them virtually soon, according to their availability.
As I thank them profusely, on behalf of the Province, for their service
in different parts of the world, I wish them every success in their
ministry and God’s blessings for their activities and endeavours.

An update about the Health Condition of Fr. Nagothu Sampath
and Fr. Konka Sekhar
Dear confreres as you all know, two of our Fathers, Fr. N. Sampath
and Fr. K. Sekhar met with an accident on 17th September 2021,
around 6 to 6.30 pm, as they were going for house blessing. Though
they were injured very seriously but by the grace of God and through
your constant prayers they are now out of danger and recovering.
On 18th October 2021, they were shifted from Manipal Hospital to
American Hospital. As of now, all the major surgeries are done and
there will be some minor surgeries. Doctors advised not to encourage
any visitors as there is a risk of infection. Please continue to pray for
their good health.
Parish Priest and Community, Nunna
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Let us Pray for the Speedy Recovery

Fr. K. Sekhar

Fr. N. Sampath

Let us Pray for the Departed
• Mr. Thomas, aged 92, Father of Fr. Puthenveetil Jose, passed away
on 16th September 2021.

My Programme
October
Vijayawada
Hyderabad
Holy Mass at SFS Church, Shantinagar, Secunderabad (Morning)
Inauguration of the Presbytery and foundation stone at
Pulkurthy (Evening)
th
25 - Garla and Khammam
26th - Back to Vizag
30th - 31st - Anantapur and Pamidi
22nd
23rd
24th
24th

-

November
3rd - SFS Study House, Janampet
4th - Back to Vizag
6th - Council Meeting
13th - AP-TS CRI Major Superiors Meeting
14th - Holy Mass at St. Cecilia Church, Dayanand Nagar
21st - Holy Mass at St. Joseph Church, Waltair R. S.
29th - Flag Hoisting, Ross Hill Shrine
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SALESIAN INSIGHT
S
INSIGHTS
Need for a Spiritual Guide to Progress in Devotion
Every believer is in need of a
true and spiritual guide to
clarify all doubts concerning
one’s spiritual journey to
God. In fact, if one strongly
desires to make progress in
his or her journey of faith, as
young Tobias, one needs
some good person to give
direction to his or her soul.
According to St. Teresa of
Avila, this is very important
because we can “never find the will of God with such certainty” that
we need the help of these devout persons or guides, whom we must
obey humbly since obedience is better than sacrifices. Hence, inspired
by the divine inspiration, she vowed her obedience not only to her
superiors but also to her spiritual guide.
Many saints like St. Catherine of Sienna, St. Louis, St. Elizabeth etc.
submitted themselves to their spiritual guides and the confessors in
order to discern God’s will clearly. St. Louis advised his son to choose
a good confessor who was prudent and could teach him with certainty
the things he needed to do. Hence, we all need a faithful and good
spiritual friend or guide so as “to guide our actions by his advice
and counsel and so keep us safe from the snares and deceits of the
evil one”. This spiritual guide would be “like a treasure of wisdom
to us in our difficulties”, “a medicine to soothe and comfort our
hearts”, “protect us from evil” and prevent us from destruction.
Therefore, we must pray to God earnestly to give us such faithful
friend and good guide to guide us in the right path. And, undoubtedly,
God will surely give us one even if He has to send one from heaven,
as He did so in the case of young Tobias.
Indeed, a good spiritual friend or guide must be seen as an angel
rather than as an ordinary person since God Himself guides us and
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speaks to us through this good human person. Accordingly, we
should listen to him carefully and open our heart and mind “with
complete sincerity and fidelity” without any pretense or duplicity.
This would help us secure the good in us and be cured of the bad in
us. Furthermore, this would also bring us relief from our troubles
and moderation. In our joys. The two things which extremely
significant in this whole process are confidence and reverence. We
must be on our guard that “reverence may not lessen the confidence
nor confidence hinder reverence”. In other words, the relationship
between the directee and the director must be “strong and gentle,
entirely holy, entirely sacred, entirely divine and entirely
spiritual”.
As a matter of fact, these spiritual guides must be persons “full of
charity, of knowledge and of prudence”. One who lacks these
qualities cannot guide people in the true sense. Knowing that it is
not an easy task to find such God-fearing and faithful guides, we
may have to choose one from a thousand, according to St. John of
Avila. But there is no wrong, if we have to “choose one from ten
thousand”. Finally, when we find such a person as our guide, we
must thank God for the gift of the person, be faithful to him,
following strictly his guidance in a spirit of simplicity, humility
and confidence and move towards our heavenly destiny, eternal
life and happiness.
IDL I, Ch. 4.
Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS

Yours fraternally in Christ
Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS
Provincial Superior
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