1

A Loving Tribute
to
Rev. Bro. Olickal Michael, MSFS
The Congregation of the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales
and especially, the MSFS Visakhapatnam Province, express
deep sorrow at the sad demise of Rev. Bro. Michael Olickal.
Today we acknowledge with gratitude all his selfless services
rendered to the Congregation and the Church and to the
Province of Visakhapatnam in particular.
Rev. Bro. Michael Olickal was born on 12th March 1935 to the
devout Catholic parents of Mr. Ittayavira Augustine Olickal
and Mrs. Catherine Olickal at Thalayanad, Kerala. He
completed his primary and secondary education in St. Thomas
School, Thudanganad. After the completion of his secondary
education, he joined the Congregation of the Missionaries of
St. Francis de Sales at Mission Home, Palai, Kerala. He did his
Novitiate in Fransalian Seminary, Pune. He made his First
Profession on 5th June 1958 at Fransalian Seminary, Pune. He
did his Regency in St. Aloysius Industrial School,
Visakhapatnam. He made his Final Profession on 5th June 1961.

Ministry :
Place of Ministry
St. Aloysius, Industrial School
Kondadaba (Kothavalasa)
St. Aloysius, Industrial School
St. Aloysius, Industrial School
Ross Hill

Designation

Year

Automobile Mechanic
Assisting in Mission
Automobile Mechanic
Principal
Member

1954-1984
1984-1985
1985-1987
1987-2019
2019-2021
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Bro. Michael Olickal had been suffering from various health issues
for the last few years. He had blood clots in his brain. On 27th October
2021, he was admitted in St. Joseph’s hospital as he was not taking
food or medicine. He was given liquids through a food-pipe inserted
through his nose. As days passed by, his health condition
deteriorated. He was neither able to recognize people nor speak with
anyone. He was on ventilator until his death. On 11th December
2021, from 7.30 p.m onwards his oxygen levels began to reduce and
was heavily gasping. Finally on 12th December 2021, at around 2.30
a.m he breathed his last.
He lived 63 years of his religious commitment. As religious, he
dedicated his life in the service of the Lord of which he spent almost
60 years in St. Aloysius Workshop. Bro. Michael was a missionary
at heart. I must place on record that he longed and begged to be sent
to Africa with the first batch of MSFS missionaries, who were sent
to Tanzania in 1985. However, due to his technical expertise, the
Province could not spare him for the foreign mission. He was a man
of principles and total commitment. He trained number of students
in discipline and technical skills. They became experts in various
mechanical fields and could grab great opportunities in mechanic
and automobile. Undoubtedly, he inspired innumerable people
through his hard work and commitment to the responsibilities
entrusted to him. As a religious, he possessed deep faith in the Lord,
discharged his duties with utmost care and faithfulness. He was a
happy and joyful religious. May the good Lord grant him eternal
rest!

I am sad to hear about the death of Bro.
Michael. He was a stalwart in the
automobile section of St. Aloysius. He was
a true MSFS with a deep love for the poor
and the missions. We will miss him. His
contributions and his person will always be
remembered by all who have experienced
him.
Condolences and prayers to the Province family. May he rest
in peace!
Father Abraham Vettuvelil, MSFS
Superior General
3

A Tribute to Bro. Michael Olickal from
Ross Hill Community
“Don’t be grieved, for I am free; I have followed the path, God
has laid for me.” These thoughts occurred to me whenever used
to see Bro. Michael Olickal.
On 12th December, 2021 morns the death bells sounded, ringing
in eternity ringing out to mortality. A man who walked the
path, God laid for him, steadily and steadfastly, enjoying the
freedom of the spirit and heart.
As a great devotee of Mother Mary, he never gave up nor missed
a chance to come to the shrine on the Ross Hill, during his 60
years of stay in St. Aloysius Non-formal Industrial School.
Every day he used to cycle up to the hill and attend mass on
the Ross Hill Chapel. The same devotion he inculcated in the
young boys who were trained in the Non-formal school under
his guidance and in his footsteps. Every Saturday they used to
come to the hill with brother, attend the Mass and then go back.
In St. Aloysius workshop, he was known as a very good
mechanic. While some missionaries looked for and set out on
wheelers, Brother made himself busy in the workshop, oiling
and getting their vehicles ready for a smooth ride. That was
the humble mission he chose and engaged himself in, for 60
long years. From far and wide, from any institution or any
religious house in the Diocese, vehicles used to be taken to his
workshop and be left into his able hands for any small or big
repair works. Dressed in kaki, he used to work tirelessly like
any other commoner.
His workshop had not only sheltered many Catholic children
but also had given them Non-formal education. He trained
many school dropouts in the trades of automobile, plumbing
and driving for many years and showed them a way to earn
their livelihood. He had neither silver nor gold to offer his
students but riches of his life examples to follow and the skill
of mechanism to learn and live by it.
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Yours fraternally in Christ
Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS
Provincial Superior
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