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My dear Confreres in Jesus Christ,

Cordial greetings and prayerful wishes from Stella Maris, Visakhapatnam. At the
very outset,  I wish you a very Happy Feast of our Heavenly Patron, St. Francis de
Sales.

The New Normal

The year 2021 has just passed away and the new Year 2022 has dawned with new
hopes. In fact, though, with the vaccination is in the full swing, everyone expected
a better year and the better days ahead of us, unfortunately, amidst fears of Omi-
cron, the new year 2022 has begun. For the last two years we have been living
amidst fears of the worst pandemic of our times, Covid-19, which has been caus-
ing great anxiety and agony to millions of people around the world. It has shat-
tered almost all the nations around the world and greatly affected human life in
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Take Care and Stay Safe
We have passed through first wave, second wave and now once again we are in
the verge of the third wave. Lakhs of people succumbed to this pandemic. We
had lost some of our confreres too in the first two waves, besides a number of
priests and religious around the world. The worst thing that has happened to us
because of this pandemic is that it has destroyed the relationships and created a
vast gap between persons. But it has also taught us many significant lessons which
could be useful for our life such as the importance, cleanliness, need for immunity,
proper health care, the shallowness of human society and even technology that
we always boast of. A virus that is invisible to our naked eyes has been creating
havoc in different names like corona, delta and now omicron. And we are still
unaware of its future faces and possible destruction it could cause. Therefore, my
dear Confreres, let us be prudent, take care and stay safe.

400th Death Anniversary of St. Francis de Sales
As you are aware, it was on 28th December 1622 our Patron, St. Francis de Sales
had passed away from his earthly life to enter into his eternal abode. Hence, this
year, it is his 400th death anniversary. Hence, the Congregation of the Missionaries
of St. Francis de Sales is glad to celebrate this occasion with some significant
events and activities. For instance, the Congregation, under the able guidance of
the Superior General and in collaboration of the DSM Resource and Animation
Centre and the De SIFMA, has planned for an online streaming of 5-minutes talks
on the life and Spirituality of St. Francis de Sales, namely, Wednesdays with St.
Francis de Sales. As a matter of fact, the webcast of this program via YouTube
will begin from 27th April 2022 and will end in April 2023. The talks will be given
by Priests and Religious from the large Salesian Family, including the MSFS. I
exhort you to subscribe to the YouTube channel DSM MSFS to listen to these
talks, which I am sure would inspire and enlighten us on the matters of the
Spirituality of St. Francis de Sales.
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all spheres like never before. It continues to challenge our faith, our jobs, our
relationships, our economy, our education and health systems. Our people, young
and old, and even our children are getting used to a new way of life, what is
known today as, ‘the new normal’, i.e. wearing masks, sanitizing hands regu-
larly, social distancing, online classes, virtual meetings etc. Amidst trials and
various challenges, as Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales, we are required to
learn to be positive in our outlook and optimistic in our approach towards our
life and mission. As we thank God for the innumerable blessings that we received
as the Congregation and the Province in particular in the year 2021, let us also
pray earnestly that God might help us to be devout, committed and faithful dis-
ciples of Christ always and in all circumstances.



Patron’s Day as Formation Day (24th January)
My dear Confreres, each year, in the first month of the year, as MSFS we are
delighted to celebrate the feast of our beloved Patron, St. Francis de Sales with
solemn liturgical and other cultural events. From 15th – 23rd January, we have a
special Novena to celebrate this significant occasion. Following the decisions of
the Provincial Chapter 2021 of the Visakhapatnam Province, from this year
onwards, it is decided to celebrate the Patron’s Day as the Formation Day with a
view to involve the participation of the laity in the formation of our candidates to
Priesthood. Every baptized Christian has a duty towards the mission of Christ.
All people cannot go around the world preaching and teaching. Hence, there are
some people who are called by God to Priestly and Religious vocation. But all
people are encouraged to support and cooperate in the promotion and formation
of these personnel. I exhort you to celebrate the feast of our patron this year with
a special insistence on the cause of formation. May I therefore request you to
make the necessary arrangements for the same. To cite a few, you could put up
the flex or a banner with this above-mentioned information, encourage the laity
to promote vocations for the Congregation, announce the special intention of the
feast and make a special collection for the cause of formation. In this regard, I
earnestly seek your kind and wholehearted cooperation.

I wish and pray that the merciful God continue to bless our Congregation and our
Province with good vocations in the coming years! May our heavenly Patroness
accompany us with her powerful intercession in our efforts to live our religious
and Priestly commitment! May our beloved Patron, St. Francis de Sales inspire us
and enlighten us with his little virtues and missionary zeal! May our dear Founder,
Servant of God, Fr. Peter Mermier intercede for us!
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Inauguration of DDU-GKY in Anantapur

“Skill India for the future India” is a slogan of Central Government. Under the
skill India, Central Government has introduced many skill programmes for the
youth titled as DDU-GKY (Deen Dayal Upadhya-Grameena Kaushalya Yojana)
with the collaboration of SRGS. The Government of India has sanctioned
permission to St. Aloysius I.T.I. to train 2000 youth in three years especially in
Chittoor, Anantapur, Kadapa and Kurnool districts. Anantapur being a backward
area, Government of Andhra Pradesh has given permission to start the project.
Therefore this technical institute is started in our LRG premises. Courses that are
offered here are as follows:
1. Warehouse Supervisors
2. Medical Records and Health Information Technicians
3. Field Technician
4. Junior Software Developer
5. Soft Skill and Interview Training

YouTube Channel :  V.Fransalians (Visakhapatnam Fransalians)

V.Fransalians : MSFS, Visakhapatnam Province YouTube channel.

Today the world is moving towards digitalization. The Church also updating herself
to evangelize and share her faith through a digital medium.  We the MSFS,
Visakhapatnam Province are glad to introduce the YouTube channel for digital
platform. It includes various programmes from different forums, Mission,
formation, education, Social and Innovative and other Province activities,
refelections, live streaming etc.

YouTube channel will be inaugurated on 24th January by our Provincial Rev. Fr. B.
Suresh Babu MSFS.

Note: Please subscribe the channel and request others to subscribe it.

Fr. Jaddu Joseph, MSFS
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Province Retreats
The first batch of the Retreat took place from 03.01.2022 to 08.01.2022, on the Ross
Hill Shrine. It was animated by Rev. Fr. George Puthenpura, CSsR. There were fifty
two participants for the first batch of Retreat.
Confreres from Kerala also had retereat from 10.01.2022 to 14.01.2022, animated by
Rev. Fr. Tomy CSsR.
The second batch of the retreat is postponed due to the increasing number of Omicron
cases. The dates for the second retreat will be informed later.

An update about the Health Condition of Fr. Thambi Joseph
Fr. Thambi Joseph is recovering fast after the bypass surgery. He is discharged on 27th of
January from the Hospital and is taking rest. Please continue to pray for his good health.

An update about the Health Condition of Fr. Sampath and Fr. Sekhar
Fr. Nagothu Sampath and Fr. Konka Sekhar are fine, now they are discharged from
the Hospital and staying in Nunna community. Let us also continue to pray for them.

Informations
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Overseas Ministry
Fr. Jose Mullenmadackal left to PNG on
29th of December 2021, for his pastoral
ministry. We wish him all the best for his
ministry.
Fr. Sunil Mampally & Fr. Putti Manohar
left to Germany on 13th of January 2022
for their pastoral ministry. We wish them
all the best and God's abundant blessings
in their ministry.
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Silver Jubilee Celebration of Fr. Bonela Anthony
As Rev. Fr. Bonela Anthony completes 25 years of his Priestly
life in the vineyard of the Lord, offers his thanksgiving Mass on
25th of January 2022, in the premises of Kotak School. We wish
him hearty congratulatioins.

Dn. Ranjith Kumar's Ordination
On 11th of January 2022, Dn. Ranjith Kumar was conferred the order of Priesthood by
His Grace Most Rev. Chinnabathina Bhagyaiah, Bishop of Guntur, in the presence of
Msgr. Marneni Balaswamy, Administrator of Nalgonda Diocese and Rev. Fr. Baviri
Suresh Babu MSFS, Provincial of Visakhapatnam. Number of MSFS Priests, Diocesan
Clergy, Religious and faithful joined for the celebration.



The Parish of St. Joseph the Worker, Anajipuram

We, the Parishioners of Anajipuram Parish, whole heartedly express our gratitude to the
Provincial Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS, Visakhapatam Province, for generous gesture of
granting funds towards the  construction of Cook’s room and Tailoring School. After completion
of the construction work in the month of December, 2021, Provincial has kindly accepted our
request to bless and inaugurate the newly constructed accommodation in the Parish Church
premises on 23rd December, 2021 in the midst of his busy schedule on the eve of Christmas.
Provincial also accepted our request to bless and inaugurate newly constructed Pooja Mandapam
in Smrityanjali premises (cemetery) and 20 cement benches arranged before the Pooja
Mandapam on a cement platform with the area of 3000 sft. On the same evening we celebrated
Semi Christmas and the closing the year of St. Joseph, the worker. It was a grand celebration
with the reflection of the lights glittering in the night.

Blessing and Inauguration of the new constructions and other celebrations started at 6
pm and Holy Mass was offered in the cemetery under the newly constructed Pooja Mandapam
by Provincial Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu, MSFS. Fr. Dande Benjamin, Parish Priest of
Anajipuram, Fr. Alexander, Fr. Marianna, Fr. Prasad, Fr. Albert, Fr. Bosco and Fr. Uday

News from the Province
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concelebrated. Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu, MSFS preached a wonderful homily. Mr. Joseph
organized choir very well. We express our gratitude to all those who actively participated to
make this event successful.

  Fr. Dande Benajmin, MSFS

Christmas Celebrations & First Holy Communion at Mother of
Compassion Parish, Medipally

Very Rev. Fr. Suresh Babu, MSFS our Provincial Superior has officiated the Christmas
celebrations-2021 and conferred the Sacrament of Holy Communion to 25 of our First Holy
communicants. In his homily he emphasized the importance of birth of Jesus Christ as the Saviour
of the world and how we should translate that Divine Love in our day to day lives as the Children
of the same Heavenly Father. At the end of the Eucharistic Celebration Rev. Fr. Provincial was
felicitated by the MSFS Community of Medipally and also by the Parish Council, Youth and
Legion of Mary.

Rev Fr. Provincial had cut the Christmas cake and shared joy with all. He appreciated very much
his Confreres and entire Parish family for their hard work, preparations and entire arrangements
that were done so beautifully, particularly he praised the faithful for their disciplined-devout
participation. Then Rev. Fr. Provincial has distributed First Holy Communion Certificates and
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congratulated all of them.  Fr. Devaraj and Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Reddy were very cooperative
towards the entire programme to go on very well in a smooth and pleasant manner. Fr. Devaraj
thanked everyone who helped in one or other way in celebration of the Christmas.

Even prior to Christmas we have conducted Mini-Christmas for our children and also our Youth
participated in Diocesan Youth commission conducted Christmas Programmes and distributed
gifts to less fortunate children and also our Parish choir has sung carols so melodiously at Divyavani
besides being Sung in our Parish too. At the end of the Christmas Mass our Youth amused the
congregation with a few cultural items. Then followed the cake distribution to all 800 people
present there.

We have also distributed State Government given Christmas gift packets to 225 families of our
Parish also to Municipal workers, and some Orphanages, non-teaching staff etc. In this Way the
very first visit of our Provincial Superior to the Mother of Compassion Parish, Medipally has
become a memorable event to the entire Parish and MSFS community of Medipally. 

Fr. Francis Stephen, MSFS

Christmas Celebrations and Foundation Stone for the New Parish Church at
Korutla Mission

Indeed 25th December, 2021 was a day of Joy, a day of Smile and a day of happiness for the
Fathers, Sisters and the Parishioners of SFS Parish at Korutla. It was a day to be remembered
and cherished as we had twin celebrations. Our hearts filled with mingled emotions of Joy and
gratitude, as we extended a warm welcome to Very. Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS, our
Provincial Superior by garlanding him. We also welcomed warmly Rev. Fr. M. Joji, PCIC-
Education and Rev. Fr. M. Alphonse.

The celebrations began at 10:30 a.m. with the Holy Mass presided over by Rev. Fr. B. Suresh
Babu MSFS, our Provincial. The concelebrants were Fr. M. Joji, Fr. Raj Kumar, Fr. Vijaya
Raju, the Parish Priest and Fr. M. Alphonse. At the beginning of the mass Fr. Vijaya Raju the
Parish Priest expressed the words of welcome to Rev. Fr. Provincial and to Rev. Fathers, Sisters
and Parishioners.

Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu, MSFS during homily highlighted the significance of the feast. He said
that the feast of Christmas should deeply impress us of the marvelous truth that “God so loved the
world that he sent his only Son to be our saviour” (Jn 3:16).
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After the mass Rev. Fr. Vijaya Raju, the Parish Priest thanked and felicitated Rev. Fr. Baviri
Suresh Babu, MSFS our Provincial. He also expressed his sincere thanks and gratitude to the
other Fathers and the Parishioners who took active participation in the liturgy.

Very Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS, our Provincial superior expressed his gladness to be here
on this Christmas day with all the Parish community and also expressed his joy to see good number
of faithful. He exhorted the faithful to bring up their children in a true Christian faith and formation.
He also promised that he would do his best to support financially to build a Parish Church and at
the same time, he made an earnest appeal to the Parishioners to contribute their share for the
construction of the Church.

After the mass, Rev. Fr. M. Vijaya Raju, our Parish Priest led everyone to the site of the foundation
stone. The solemn event began at 12:28 p.m. in the very presence of Very Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh
Babu, MSFS our Provincial by praying and blessing the foundation stone. After the blessing all
joined to do the necessary requirements for laying the foundation stone. The event concluded with
solemn Christmas lunch.

 Fr. M. Vijaya Raju, MSFS
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Tentative Schedule for Canonical Visitation
Dear confreres, if the Covid-19 situation permits, the following schedule will be followed, if
there is any change I will let you know. I look forward for your cooperation.
06.02.2022 Medipally

Ghatkesar
07.02.2022 Bibinagar
08.02.2022 Shabad
09.02.2022 Malkajgiri



10.02.2022 Parchur
11.02.2022 Karamchedu
12.02.2022 Rajupalem

Mellavagu
13.02.2022 Mandadi

Kothapalli
14.02.2022 Formation Forum Meeting
15.02.2022 Autonagar
16.02.2022 Mission forum Meeting
17.02.2022 Gajuwaka
18.02.2022 SAIM Meeting
19.02.2022 Seethammadhara

Waltair R. S.
20.02.2022 Education Forum Meeting
22.02.2022 Stewardship Meeting
23.02.2022 Ross Hill

St. Aloysius School
24.02.2022 St. Aloysius Workshop

Sacred Heart Church, Soldierpet
27.02.2022 & 28.02.2022 Palasa
05.03.2022 & 06.03.2022 Jaggampeta

Tallarevu
Pithapuram

07.03.2022 Nidadavole
08.03.2022 Janampet
09.03.2022 Agripally
10.03.2022 & 11.03.2022 Nunna
13.03.2022  to 15.03.2022 Mermier Bhavan

Minor Seminary
Vandazhy

17.03.2022 SFS Printing Press
18.03.2022 Salesianum

MSFS Dhyanashram
19.03.2022 Stella Maris
20. 03.2022 SFS Parish, Chinna Waltair
23.03.2022 Tanuku
24.03.2022 Tripuranthakam

Dornala
25.03.2022 Pamidi
26.03.2022 C.N. Kota
27.03.2022 Anantapur
29.03.2022 Shantinagar
30.03.2022 & 31.03.2022 Nizamabad

Janakampet
Korutla

01.04.2022 Pulkurthy
02.04.2022 Khammam

Garla
03.04.2022 Anajipuram
04.04.2022 Ibrahimpatnam
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Name : Jonnalagadda Lourdu Ravi Kumar
Parents : Aseervadam and Mary Gracemma
Date of Birth : 30.10.1969
Place of Birth : Chirala
Primary School : R.C.M. School, Chinnaganjam, R.C.M. School Chirala
Secondary School : A.R.M.H School, Chirala
Home address : Mariampeta, Perala P.O, Chirala, Prakasam Dt.
Minor Seminary : Fransalian Vidya Jyothi, Nidadavole
Novitiate : Salesianum, Visakhapatam
First Profession : 10.06.1991
Philosophy : Fransalian Seminary, Pune
Regency : MSFS Community, Anantapur
Theology : SFS Study House, Janampeta
Final Profession : 10.06.1996
Lector/Acolyte : SFS Study House, Janampeta
Diaconate : 16.06.1997, Ross Hill Shrine, Visakhapatnam
Ordination : 10.03.1998, Chirala
Education : M.A., M.Ed.

Place of Ministries:

Place of Ministry          Designation                                                   Years
Tekkalipatnam Asst. Parish Priest and In Charge of School 1998-1999
Stella Maris B.Ed. Studies 1999- Oct 2000
Shabad Parish Priest Oct 2000-2004
St. Aloysius School Warden 2004-2005
Khammam Principal 2005-2009
Bangalore Spirituality Studies 2009-2010
Nidadavole Principal, SFS Junior College 2010-2011
Pithapuram Principal 2011-2016
Stella Maris Superior 2016-2020
Kotak School Principal 2017-
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Name : Kondala Joseph
Parents : K. Zecharias (Appla Suri) and K. Nirmala (Adamma)
Date of Birth : 05.10.1969
Place of Birth : Palakonda
Primary School : R.C.M. School Palakonda
Secondary School : St. Antony School, Visakhapatnam
Home address : Naga Vasam Street, Palakonda, Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh
Minor Seminary : Fransalian Vidya Jyothi, Nidadavole
Novitiate : Salesianum, Visakhapatnam
First Profession : 10.06.1990
Philosophy : Suvidya College, Bangalore
Regency : Ross Hill Shrine
Theology : Janampeta, Eluru
Final Profession : 06.06.1996
Lector/Acolyte : Janampeta, Eluru
Diaconate : 02.02.1997, Ross Hill Shrine, Ross Hill Shrine,Visakhapatnam
Ordination : 26.01.1998
Education : Diploma in Spirituality, Mysore

Place of Ministries:

Place of Ministry                Designation                                                       Years
Mellavagu-ReddyPalem Parish Priest 1998-2001
Mysore Studies 2001-2002
Ghatkesar Parish Priest 2002-2007
Tanuku Parish Priest 2007-2011
Ross Hill Shrine Preaching Ministry 2011-2015
Salesianum Novice Master 2015-2016
Khammam Parish Priest 2016-2018
Ross Hill Shrine Preaching Ministry 2018-2021
Ross Hill Shrine Director 2021-
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Let us Pray for the Departed

Rev. Fr. Claude Morel, aged 88, died due
bad fall from staircase, he was General
Councillor, Admonitor and General
Bursar. He belongs to France- Suisse
Province.

Rev. Fr. Sushant Mantry, aged 53,
died due to Covid-19 with
pneumonia and sudden cardiac
arrest. He belongs to Pune Province.

Mrs. Chennekadan Thersiamma, aged 84, elder Sister of Fr. Joseph Kavungal.

My Programme
20.01.2022 Ordination of  Dn. Kalyan, Nagpur Province
23.01.2022 Holy Mass at C. N. Kota, Morning

Holy Mass at SFS Church, Anantapur, Evening
24.01.2022 Feast Day Celebration, Stella Maris
25.01.2022 Silver Jubilee Celebration of Fr. Bonela Anthony, MSFS
08.02.2022 Feast Day Celebration , Shabad
11.02.2022 Feast Day Celebration, Karamchedu
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NEED TO PURIFY OURSELVES FROM
ATTACHMENT TO MORTAL SIN

Although the Israelites left the land of Egypt, they
were in spirit attached to it. That’s why, they had
been complaining about the lack of onion and meat
in the desert. (Num 11:45) So too, often penitents
seem to leave sin but not their attachment to it. In
other words, even if they are ready to leave sin, they
are unwilling to give up the pleasures of sin. They
are ready to turn away from sin but they don’t stop
looking back “as Lot’s wife did towards Sodom”.
(Gen 19:26) It is like the sick people giving up some
food at the advice of the doctor but with much
displeasure and sadness. For, they don’t intend truly

from their heart to give up but for the fear of death. It is the same case with the penitents
who are unhappy with giving up certain sin. They do it not for the love of God but
only for the fear of eternal punishment or condemnation. Hence, they not only delight
in talking about sin but also “regard as happy those who sin”.

Those who are attached to sin, though they seem to give up sin after the confession,
they fail to give up sinful thoughts concerning such sins that one is attached to. A
penitent, who is attached to sin, might overcome revengeful attitude after confession,
he or she is unhappy for not taking revenge. We can say that such person is physically
“out of Egypt, but in desire he is still there, longing for the garlic and onion”. In fact,
this attachment to sin is dangerous.

Therefore, a life of devotion requires that we not only to reject sin but also every
attachment to it. It is necessary to keep our hearts free from all that defiles our life of
virtue. If not, we are sure to fall soon prey to these attachments, which would soon
lead to sin. These attachments would prove to be sufficiently dangerous since they
could weaken our spirit and indifferent towards virtue. This in turn would render us
to unable “to do good works promptly, carefully, and frequently” in which indeed
consists “the true essence of devotion”. When we fail to give up these attachments and
weaknesses, our good and virtuous actions, if any, would be either of little worth or
not of any worth at all.

IDL I, Ch. 7.
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Yours fraternally in Christ

Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu MSFS
Provincial Superior


